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CHRISTIAN ORGANIZATIONS IN NORTH AMERICA:

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA:

PROBASHI BENGALI CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION. INC.
P.O. Box - 1258 Madison Square Station,

New York, NY 10159-1258 USA

Website : www.pbcausa.org Email: info@pbcausa.org
President : Mr. Joseph D’Costa  917-767-4632

General Secretary : Mr. Richard Biswas 718-441-4883
Registered non-profit 501 (C) (3) organization.

SOURCE AND SOLUTION INC. (COOPERATIVE SOCIETY)
P.O. Box -770691 Woodside Station, NY 10377-770691 USA
President: Mr. Derrick Penherio 646-271-6192

General Secretary : Mr. John Rodrigues 718-429-3273

BANGLADESH CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION
10-08 Balsamwood Drive, Laurel, MD 20903 USA
Website: www.BCA-DC.org

President : Mr. Sampad Pareira 240-295-0851
General Secretary : Mr. Albert Gomez 240-620-3357

BANGLADESH AMERICAN CHRISTIAN ASSOCTATION
1415 Dilston Road, Silver Spring, MD 20903

Tel: 301-439-4378 Fax: 301-890-5139

E-mail: felixmgomez@hotmail.com

President: Khokon Stanley Gomes 301-439-4378

General Secretary: Felix Marcian Gomez 301-890-5139

BANGLADESH CHRISTIAN CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETY
516 Pauls Drive, Silver Spring, MD 20903

President : Mr. Jerome Pobitra Rozario 301-439-1370

General Secretary : Mr. Henry Rozario 301-345-2618

E-mail : pobitra@aol.com

CANADA :

BANGLADESH CATHOLIC ASSO. OF ONTARIO, CANADA
50 Roebuck Drive, Scarborough, ON M1K 2HS CANADA
President : Mr. John D’ Rozario 416-654-1634

General Secretary : Mrs. Agnes Gomes 416-784-5643

BANGLADESH CHRISTIAN COOPERATIVE OF ONTARIO,INC.
55 Lioden Avenue, Toronto, ON M1K 311 CANADA

E-mail : bceso2000@hotmail.com

President : Dr. David Mazumdar 416-267-5221

General Secretary : Mr. Gabriel Sandip Rozario 416-269-2142

THE BANGLADESH CATHOLIC ASSOCIATION

OF CANADA MONTREAL

7045 Champagneur Avenue # 8, Montreal, QC H4E 3J2 CANADA
President: Mr. Sunil Gomes 514-748-2762

General Secretary: John Anthony Gomes 514-495-2792

UNITED BENGALI CHRISTIAN SOCIETY, CANADA
2114, Thierry, Lasalle, Quebec, H8N 1H7, Montreal, Canada
President: Mr. Edward C. Gomes

BERMUDA

BENGALI CULTURAL ORGANIZATION, BERMUDA
35 Happy Vally Road

Pambrook HM 12 Hamilton BERMUDA

President: Mr. Robin Deesa  441-296-8336

General Secretary: Mr. Shajol Gomes 441-232-5931
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TRIBUTE TO NOBEL PEACE LAUREATE
DR. MUHAMMAD YUNUS

It is with great pride that we the
Probashi Christians of Bangladesh
in the United States of America
would like to extend our heartfelt
congratulations to Dr. Muhammad
Yunus and the Grameen Bank on
receiving the Nobel Prize for Peace
for 2006. It is indeed a great honor
to Bangladesh that such a presti-
gious award has been given to a
poor developing country like
Bangladesh, which acknowledges
that poverty can be eradicated with
hard work, dedication and collec-
tive collaboration of the grass roots
people.

The Norwegian Nobel
Committee has decided to award
the Nobel Peace Prize for 2006,
divided into two equal parts, to
Muhammad Yunus and Grameen
Bank for their efforts to create eco-
nomic and social development from
below. Lasting peace can not be
achieved unless large population
groups find ways in which to break
out of poverty. Micro-credit is one
such means. Development from
below also serves to advance
democracy and human rights.

Muhammad Yunus has shown
himself to be a leader who has
managed to translate visions into
practical action for the benefit of
millions of people, not only in
Bangladesh, but also in many other
countries. Loans to poor people
without any financial security had
appeared to be an impossible idea.
From modest beginnings three
decades ago, Yunus has, first and
foremost through Grameen Bank,
developed micro-credit into an ever
more important instrument in the
struggle against poverty. Grameen
Bank has been a source of ideas
and models for the many institu-
tions in the field of micro-credit that
have sprung up around the world.

Muhammad Yunus has had phe-
nomenal success helping people lift
themselves out of poverty in rural

children looked like old people.
The thrill he had once experi-
enced studying economics and
teaching his students elegant eco-
nomic theories that could suppos-
edly cure societal problems soon
left him entirely. As the famine

| worsened he began to dread his

own lectures.

"Nothing in the economic theo-
ries | taught reflected the life
around me. How could | go on
telling my students make believe
stories in the name of economics? |
needed to run away from these the-
ories and from my textbooks and
discover the real-life economics of
a poor person's existence."

Yunus went to the nearby village

| of Jobra where he learned the eco-

e NOANA V. =
Bangladesh by providing them with
credit without requiring collateral.
Yunus developed his revolutionary
micro-credit system with the belief
that it would be a cost effective and
scalable weapon to fight poverty.

Yunus told his story and that of
the bank in the book "Banker to the
Poor," co-authored by him and Alan
Jolis. In the book, Yunus recalls
that in 1974 he was teaching eco-
nomics at a Chittagong University
in southern Bangladesh, when the
country experienced a terrible
famine in which thousands starved
to death.

"We tried to ignore it," he says.
"But then skeleton-like people
began showing up in the capital,
Dhaka. Soon the trickle became a
flood. Hungry people were every-
where. Often they sat so still that
one could not be sure whether they
were alive or dead. They all looked
alike: men, women, children. Old
people looked like children, and

nomic realities of the poor. Yunus
wanted to help, and he cooked up
several plans working with his stu-
dents. He found that one of his
many ideas was more successful
than the rest: offering people tiny
loans for self-employment.
Grameen Bank was born and an
economic revolution had begun.

Grameen Bank has reversed
conventional banking wisdom by
focusing on women borrowers, dis-
pensing of the requirement of col-
lateral and extending loans only to
the very poorest borrowers. In fact,
to qualify for a loan from the
Grameen Bank, a villager must
demonstrate that her family owns
less than one half acre of land.

The bank has provided $4.7 bil-
lion dollars to 4.4 million families in
rural Bangladesh. With 1,417
branches, Grameen provides serv-
ices in 51,000 villages, covering
three quarters of all the villages in
Bangladesh. Yet its system is large-
ly based on mutual trust and the
enterprise and accountability of mil-
lions of women villagers.

Today, more than 250 institutions
in nearly 100 countries operate
micro-credit programs based on the

i www.pbcausa.org
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Grameen Bank model, while thou-
sands of other micro-credit pro-
grams have emulated, adapted or
been inspired by the Grameen
Bank. According to one expert in
innovative government, the pro-
gram established by Yunus at the
Grameen Bank "is the single most
important development in the third
world in the last 100 years, and |
don't think any two people will dis-
agree."

As founder of the Grameen
Movement, Professor Muhammad
Yunus is a revolutionary. His ideas
couple capitalism with social
responsibility and have changed
the face of rural economic and
social development forever.

Professor Yunus is responsible
for many innovative programs ben-
efiting the rural poor. In 1974, he
pioneered the idea of Gram Sarker
(vilage government) as a form of
local government based on the par-
ticipation of rural people. This con-
cept proved successful and was
adopted by the Bangladeshi gov-
ernment in 1980. In 1978, he
received the President's award for
Tebhaga Khamar (a system of
cooperative three-share farming,
which the Bangladeshi government
adopted as the Packaged Input
Program in 1977).

A Fulbright Scholar at Vanderbilt
University, Professor  Yunus
received his Ph.D. in Economics in
1969. Later that year, he became
an assistant professor  of
Economics at Middle Tennessee
State University, before returning to
Bangladesh where he joined the
Economics Department at
Chittagong University.

The UN secretary general
appointed Professor Yunus to the
International Advisory Group for the
Fourth World Conference on
Women in Beijing from 1993 to
1995. Professor Yunus has also
served on the Global Commission
of Women's Health (1993-1995),
the Advisory Council for
Sustainable Economic
Development (1993-present), and

the UN Expert Group on Women

and Finance. He also serves as the
chair of the Policy Advisory Group
(PAG) of Consultative Group to
Assist the Poorest (CGAP). Yunus
has also served on many commit-
tees and commissions dealing with
education, population, health, dis-
aster prevention, banking, and
development programs. He is cur-
rently on the boards of many inter-
national organizations including
Amanah Ikhtiar Malaysia (a
Grameen replication project), the
International Rice Research
Institute in the Philippines, and
Credit and Savings for the Poor in
Malayasia. Professor Yunus also
sits on the board of the Calvert
World Values Fund, the Foundation
for  International Community
Assistance, the National Council for
Freedom From Hunger, RESULTS
and the International Council of
Ashoka Foundation, all of which are
located in the US.

Professor Yunus has received
the following International awards:
the Ramon Magsaysay Award
(1984) from Manila; the Aga Khan
Award for Architecture (1989) from
Geneva; the Mohamed Shabdeen
Award for Science (1993) from Sri
Lanka; and the World Food Prize by
World Food Prize Foundation
(1994) from the US. Within
Bangladesh, he has received the
President's Award (1978), Central
Bank Award (1985), and the
Independence Day Award (1987),
the nation's highest award.

The biggest surprise for many
people might be the nobel peace
prize. Dr. Yunus is an eminent
economist and his contribution is in
the economic side, which was
aimed at well being of the society.
For me, Nobel peace price 2006
has a greater implication than the
nobel prize on economics.

Bangladeshis see him not only
as a nobel prize winner, but also a
friend of poor. As his vision is peace
comes from alleviating poverty, he
has been able to spread his model
of peace all over the world. So he is

better off getting the peace prize,
and it means a lot more to the world
community than the nobel prize in
economics.

By winning the Nobel prize, Dr.
Yunus has also become the great-
est of all Bangladeshis. Regardless
of political parties, he can act as a
spokesperson of bangladesh to the
world community. We are in need of
support and recognition from devel-
oped countries. And Dr. Yunus can
lead this collosal task of raising sup-
port for Bangladesh worldwide.

Through Yunus's efforts and
those of the bank he founded, poor
people around the world, especially
women, have been able to buy
cows, a few chickens or the cell
phone they desperately needed to
get ahead.

The 65-year-old economist said
he would use part of his share of
the $1.4 million award money to
create a company to make low-
cost, high-nutrition food for the
poor. The rest would go toward set-
ting up an eye hospital for the poor
in Bangladesh, he said.

Dr. Yunus in his acceptance
speech has stressed that poverty in
the world is an artificial creation and
that if people really work towards
alleviating poverty it will only be
seen in "Poverty Museum" where
people will see how poor people
had once lived a cruel and inhu-
mane life. He said that people can
change their own lives provided that
they have the right kind of institu-
tional support. They are not asking
for charity, charity is no solution to
poverty. He said that his Grameen
bank was not giving of charity, but
lending money to the poor people
who needed it most and to whom
no bank would lend. There are now
about five million borrowers in the
Grameen bank.

Dr. Yunus and Grameen Bank
have shown that even the poorest
of the poor can work to bring about
their own development. We salute
Dr. Yunus's efforts to help the poor
and in doing so achieving interna-
tional acclaim and the Nobel Peace
prize and bringing honor and pride
to Bangladesh.

i www.pbcausa.org

Page 7




ProOBASHI BENGALI CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION TEPANTORI - 19th Issue

2@t (et TG avntere  @MFR - & soa e

GOD S PROVISION FOR MANKIND’S SALVATION

Thomas M. Sarker, Staten Island, NY

: The celebration of Christmas is
i all about embracing God's divine
i provision for salvation of our souls
i through Jesus Christ and rejoicing
; and praising God for His grace for
i us. He has given His Only begotten
i Son, Jesus Christ out of His uncon-
i ditional, fathomless love. The cele-
i bration had begun in the heaven at
i the birth of Jesus and heavenly hosts
: were praising God and saying,
i "Glory to God in the highest, and on
i earth peace, good will towards
i men"(Luke 2:14). The angel
i brought the good news, the salva-
: tion message to this world, and said,
i "I bring you good tidings of great
i joy, which shall be to all people. For
{ unto you is born this day in the city
i of David a Savior, which is called
i Christ the Lord" (Luke 2:11). God
; the Father gave His Son, Jesus
i Christ to this world to save his peo-
i ple from their sins. Jesus was in the
i bosom of the Father and he declared
i his Father's will and said, "For God
i so loved the world, that he gave His
: only begotten Son, that whosoever
i believeth in him should not perish;
! but have everlasting life. For God
i sent not his son to condemn the
i world; but that the world through
i him might be saved" (John 3; 16,
i 17). He was full of grace and truth
i indeed and he is the only divine pro-
i vision of God for mankind's salva-
i tion.

In the very beginning of his
: ministry Jesus declared the mission
i of his coming to this world and said,
i "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
i because he hath anointed me to
i preach the gospel to the poor; he
i hath sent me to heal the broken-
i hearted, to preach deliverance to the
i captives, and recovering of sight to
! the blind, to set at liberty them that
i are bruised"(Luke 4:18). He had
i done everything in deed, what he
i said. The wonders and miracles,
i which Jesus performed from the
i Manger of Bethlehem to the cross of
! Calvary, were nothing but the ful-

fillment of his Father's will and
demonstration of His unconditional
infinite love. He established the
only way of salvation of mankind
through his crucifixion, death and
resurrection. He reconciled the fall-
en humanity with God through his
unconditional forgiveness. Jesus is
the only provision of God for
mankind's salvation as he said, "I
am the way, the truth, and the life:
no man cometh unto the Father, but
by me. I am the resurrection, and
the life: he that believeth in me,
though he were dead, yet shall he
live: And whosoever liveth and
believeth in me shall never die"
(John 14: 6 & 11: 25-26).

The provision of God is the
unconditional love and forgiveness
through Jesus Christ, which can't be
silenced. He laid down his life vol-
untarily on the cross of Calvary for
the forgiveness of sins paying the
ransom for all. He was blamed,
mocked, scourged, persecuted and
crucified, but in return he asked for-
giveness for his persecutors and
earnestly prayed, "Father, forgive
them, for they know not what they
do" (Luke 23; 34). It is the beauty
of the unconditional love of God
and the gift of forgiveness of God
for the reconciliation of fallen
humanity with Himself through His
Son. Forgiveness is the only way
for reconciliation and unconditional
acceptance, which Jesus established
on the cross of Calvary by his sacri-
ficial death. He forgave his enemies
unconditionally and commended to
his disciple to do so and said, "This
is my commandment, that ye love
one another, as I have loved you.
Love your enemies, bless them that
hate you, and pray for them which
despitefully use you, and persecute
you" (John 15: 12 & Math. 5: 44).
He taught his disciples about for-
giveness on teaching how to pray,
"(Father!) Forgive us our debts, as
we forgive our debtors" (Math. 6:
12).

The provision of God is !

extreme favor and unconditional i
acceptance in God's kingdom i
through Jesus Christ. Jesus is the ;
only mediator between men and
God for acceptance in God's king-
dom. As Jesus said, "No man can i
come to me, except the Father!
which hath sent me draw him. I am |
the way the truth, and the life: no ;
man cometh unto the Father, but by :
me" (John 6; 44 and 14; 6). When
God establishes His love and truth :
in anybody's heart, no one can take i
it away from him. Neither sin nor
any other force can rob what He has :
established. It is the grace and:
acceptance of God through His Son.
We can't deserve it but he has given i
it graciously. No matter who we i
are, how great our sin is, how deep ;
dark our spiritual sights is, and how :
strong our bondage is, God accepted :
us unconditionally through His Son,
Jesus Christ and made us free.
Acceptance of this truth in faith is |
the eternal life, the assurance of;
freedom from strong bondage of sin :
and the greatest sense of peace. As !
he said, "Verily, verily, T say unto
you, He that believeth on me hath :
everlasting life" (John 6; 47). Itisa i
new birth in Christ, extreme favor of ;
God and new beginning of life. As
apostle Paul said, "Therefore if any
man be in Christ, he is a new crea-
ture: old things are passed away: i
behold, all are become new" (2
Corinthian 5; 17).
The provision of God is the i

saving grace of God and transfor- !
mation of life through Jesus Christ.
We may have satisfaction with our |
money, wealth, possessions, promi- ;
nence, prestige, popularity and our :
own righteousness, but still there is
an emptiness deep down inside as !
long as we are in corruptible flesh; :
because the gains of this world can't :
give us any genuine peace, and ;
security of our lives. Saul of Tarsus :
had all of it, but he was the most i
miserable and hopeless blind in the :
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i way of Damascus by encountered
i with resurrected Christ. He could
i not save himself apart from the sav-
: ing grace of Jesus Christ. Soft and
i gentle voice of Christ, "Saul, Saul,
i why persecutest thou me?" changed
i Saul's life. He had counted all his
i gains as lost and said, "I have suf-
i fered the loss of all things, and do
i count them but dung, that [ may win
¢ Christ" (Philippians 3;8). We all
i need the Savior and his saving
i grace; this is why God sent His Son
i to save us. Saul, the greatest perse-
i cutor and hater of Christ became
i one of the greatest lovers of Christ
! by the saving grace of God and he
i became new man Paul in Jesus
i Christ. As he could say, "For I am
i persuaded, that neither death, nor
: life, nor an angel, nor principalities,
i nor power, nor things present, nor
i things to come. Nor height, nor
i depth, nor any other

i creature, shall be able

i to separate us from the

i love of God, which is

iin Christ Jesus our

! Lord' (Roman 8: 39).

The provision

i of God 1s the security

iof eternal living

i through Jesus Christ.

i As Jesus said, "All

i that the Father giveth

i me shall come to me;

i and him that cometh

i to me I will in no wise

i cast out" (John 6; 37).

i This acceptance of

i God is the eternal

i security  of  life

i through Jesus Christ.

i As Jesus said, " My

i sheep hear my voice,

i and I know them, and

i they follow me: And I

i give unto them eternal

i life; and they shall

i never perish, neither

i shall any man pluck

i them out of my hand.

{ My Father, which

i gave them me, is

i greater than all; and

ino man is able to

! pluck them out of my

Father's hand. I and my Father are
one" (John 10; 27-30

The provision of God is the
eternal peace in Jesus Christ. Peace
with God is the surety of heaven,
because He is the owner of heaven.
The man broke the covenant of
peace, but God of love had re-estab-
lished the covenant of peace by
sharing Himself through His Son,
Jesus Christ.  Acceptance of the
truth and our willful commitment to
the hand of the Lord will give us
joy, peace and eternal security of
life in a moment and we will be cer-
tain about it. As Jesus called us,
"Come unto me, all ye that labor and
are heavy laden, and I will give you
rest. Take my yoke upon you, and
learn of me; I am meek and lowly in
heart: and ye shall find rest unto
your soul" (Mathew 11: 28-29). He
promised, "Peace I leave with you,

my peace I give unto you: not as the
world giveth, give I unto you. Let
not your heart be troubled, neither ;
let it be afraid"(John 14:27). He'
gave us assurance of eternal living
and said, "I go to prepare a place for i
you, and if I go and prepare a place
for you, I will come again, and
receive you unto myself; that where ;
I am there ye may be also" (John :
14:2-3). His promises are true and
he is faithful in his words and in
deeds. As Jesus said, "Heaven and :
earth shall pas away: but my words |
shall not pass away" (Mark 13: 31). !

May God richly bless you !
with His love, peace and joy and :
renew your spirit during this
Christmas season and always, i
through His only begotten Son, ;
Jesus Christ. Halleluiah, Amen.

With love in Christ.
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FEwW FACTS ABOUT CHRISTMAS

| MERRY CHRISTMAS!!!

i The word "Christmas" means "Mass
¢ of Christ," later shortened to "Christ-
i Mass. " The even shorter form
i "Xmas" - first used in Europe in the
: 1500s - is derived from the Greek
alphabet, in which X is the first letter
i of Christ's name: Xristos, therefore "
i X-Mass."

| About the X

i Europeans in the 16th century started
i using X in place of Christ's name as
i shorthand for writing Christ. The
i Christian monks and scholars were
i knowledgeable of the Greek letter X,
i - Chi or Khi - which is the first letter in
i the Greek word "Christos" or "Kristos"
i (Greek: CristoV) The Greek and
i Hebrew word "Christos" comes out
i "Messiah" and mean the same thing:
i "The anointed One." For many years
i the X was understood by Christian
i clergy and as time passed, many
i Christians, educated and not, were
i not aware of the meaning. Over time
i the meaning became lost and was
i later of perceived as a sign disre-
i spect.

ON CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS

i Over the centuries, Christmas tradi-
i tions have radically changed. The
i Christmas celebration itself once last-
i ed for days without much advance
i planning; now the reverse is true : We
i spend an entire month preparing for
i one day. Many folk and religious tra-
i ditions - such as dancing, music-mak-
i ing, and game-playing - have been
i replaced by what seems to be
i America's biggest Christmas tradition
i : shopping. We measure Advent in
i terms of "shopping days," and we cul-
i minate these frantic weeks with a gift-
i opening ritual that is often almost as
i frantic. And then Christmas comes to
i an abrupt end.

Christmas should be a family time,
i but oddly enough, surveys show that
i we spend less time with our immedi-

ate families during the month of
December than at any other time.
What is more, reserchers tell us there
is a 15 percent increase in the num-
ber of people seeking help for
depression at this time of year. We
work so hard to make our
Christmases magic and meaningful;
no wonder we get depressed when
we're left with hearts that are empty
and lonely.

In reality, shared experiences, not
objects or gifts, are the things that
remain in our hearts the longest. As
families, we need to determine what
we truly long for at Christmas - and
then we must choose to celebrate the
traditions that will help us to capture
the essence of those longings.

A word of warning, though:

Sometimes our traditions, if held too
tightly, can rob us of our Christmas
joy. Be sure your traditions point you
to Jesus - HE IS THE REASON FOR
THE SEASON.

Twelve days of Christmas

People often think of The Twelve
Days of Christmas as the days pre-
ceding the festival.

Actually, Christmas is a season of the
Christian Year that last for days
beginning December 25 and lasting
until January 6, the Day of Epiphany -
when the church celebrates the reve-
lation of Christ as the light of the
world and recalls the journey of the
Magi.

From 1558 until 1829 people in
England were not allowed to practice
their faith openly. During this era
someone wrote 'The Twelve Days of
Christmas' as a kind of secret cate-
chism that could be sung in public
without risk of persecution. The song
has two levels of interpretation: the
surface meaning plus a hidden mean-
ing known only to members of the
church.

Collected by: Hema Rozario, Flushing, NY

Each element in the carol is a code
word for a religious reality. H

1. The partridge in a pear tree |s
Jesus Christ. :

2. The two turtledoves are the Old
and New Testaments.

3. Three French hens stand for faith,
hope and love. i

4. The four calling birds are the four
Gospels. H

5. The five gold rings recall the torah
(Law) the first five books of the Old :
Testament. :

6. The six geese a-laying stand for§
the six days of creation. H

7. Seven swans a-swimming repre-%
sent the sevenfold gifts of the Spirit.

8. The eight maids a-milking are the
eight beatitudes. H

9. Nine ladies dancing are the nine%
fruits of the spirit (Gal.5). ‘

10. The ten lords a-leaping are the§
Ten Commandments. :

11. Eleven pipers piping stand for the
eleven faithful disciples.

12. Twelve drummers drumming sym-
bolize the 12 points of belief in the :
Apostles Creed. :

There you have it, the HIDDEN :
meaning of "The Twelve Days of :
Christmas" and the secret behind the !
song. :

Received this from a friend and |t
gave new meaning to the song we :
sing at this time of year. ‘

May your Christmas be a happy,§
blessed one! :

Christmas is a journey of the heart,
bringing peace and happiness to all. :

i www.pbcausa.org
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CHRISTIAN LIFE - IN FEwW SIMPLE WORDS

"Love your neighbor." Mathew 5:43

i Who is our neighbor? Everyone - One
who lives next to us, one who works with
i us, one who plays with us, one who trav-
i els with us, one we see or not see every-
i day, even the one who hates us. We shall
i wish good for our neighbor, do good to
i our neighbor whether the neighbor is
i Christian, Jewish, Muslim, Hindu,
i Buddhists or anyone else.

"Love your enemies and pray for those
i who persecute you." Mathew 5:44

"If someone strikes you on the right
i cheek, turn to him the other also."
i Mathew 4:31

i Be compassionate. It is probably the
¢ hardest teaching in the Bible to follow.
i But at least we should know about it,
i think about it, accept it and apply it. More
i problems in this world can be solved,
i more conflicts can be resolved, more
i hatred can be overcome and more love
i can be spread through compassion than
i retaliation.

i We need to be compassionate when deal-
i ing with conflicts within our family
i members - with husband or wife, with
¢ our children, with our parents and sib-
i lings, with our friends and acquaintance
i or even non-acquaintance. This very core
i of Christian teaching can nourish the love
i within our family and family next to us;
i and before we know it, this will bring
i forth a better world for all of mankind.

i Kingdom of God does not mean to
i acquire and rule over earthly possessions.
i It is in our heart.

i Faith is a matter of our heart. When we
i accept grace, our heart leaps in joy before
i we know it. It is not how many people
i call ourselves Christians, it is not how
i much wealth and possessions we have
i here on earth or it's not how many coun-
! tries we spread over that will make God's
i kingdom bigger, it is how many souls
i accepted grace of God through the word
i of Jesus by following his teaching, makes
i the God's kingdom bigger.

i In fact grace works very mysteriously,
i and the kingdom of God becomes bigger
i even when one may not call himself or

Gerald Gomes, Iselin, NJ

herself as a Christian but yet accepts His
teaching in heart. On the other hand,
someone calling himself or herself a
Christian and not following His path
diverts away from His kingdom.

"store up for yourselves treasures in
heaven, where moth and rust do not
destroy" Mathew 6:20 "whoever humbles
himself like this child is the greatest in
the kingdom of heaven. "Mathew 18:4

"but the worries of this life, the deceitful-
ness of wealth and the desires for other
things come in and choke the word, mak-
ing it unfruitful. Others, like seed sown
on good soil, hear the word, accept it, and
produce a crop" Mark 4:19-20

What we will do for the needy, we will do
that for Him.

When we help the poor, shelter the home-
less, nurse the diseased; we do that to
God Himself. That is the way to server
God. Charity begins at home. We can
start by attending our family members
when in need - when one need a smile,
when one needs a hand, when one needs
to be cared. We can open our hearts to the
people of this world who are in need. We
can always help others by remembering
them in our prayer.

"Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have
washed your feet, you also should wash
one another's feet." John 13:14

"For 1 was hungry and you gave me
something to eat, I was thirsty and you
gave me something to drink, I was a
stranger and you invited me in, I needed
clothes and you clothed me, I was sick
and you looked after me, I was in prison
and you came to visit me." Mathew
25:35-36

Rejoice when a lost soul sees the light
again and repent.

Through our weakness, we shall make
mistake and commit sin by harming oth-
ers and by not following goodness of
heart what Jesus taught us. But when we
realize our mistake, repent and come out
of sin and do not repeat the sin, God will
forgive our sin.

"There will be more rejoicing in heaven

over one sinner who repents than overg
ninety-nine righteous persons who do not :
need to repent." Luke 15:7 H

"My son,' the father said, 'you are always i
with me, and everything I have is yours. :
But we had to celebrate and be glad, :
because this brother of yours was dead |
and is alive again; he was lost and is :
found." Luke 15:31-32 :

"No one can come to me unless the :
Father who sent me ‘
draws him" John 6:44

God created every human out of love.
And everyone is His child. He continu- ;
ously calls all his children to Him. i

The very fact that we took an interest to
read His words says He has lead us to :
Him. When His loving words are accept- :
ed in our hearts, our hearts will leap in i
joy and we will feel it right way. H

"Ask and it will be given to you; seek and
you will find; knock and the door will be :
opened to you." Mathew 7:7

"I am the way and the truth and the life. §
One who comes through me will find :
eternal life." :
John 14:6

Anyone who follows His teaching will
find the light of truth and will find eternal !
life regardless they call themselves as i
Christian, Muslim, Jewish, Hindu, i
Buddhists or any other. H

So, will only Christians find eternal life :
and go to heaven?
No. Anyone who finds the grace of God |
will find eternal life and go to heaven. :
Jesus became man to show us the path !
through his life and death. By merely i
being Christian does not mean we will :
find eternal life. By accepting the teach- !
ing of love and compassion and by over- i
coming hatred we will be in the light, :
find the path of truth and that is the only :
way we can get eternal life. When we |
truly accept his teaching and follow the :
path He showed us, that is the only time
it makes us a true Christian.
"Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, :
Lord," will enter the kingdom of heaven, |
but only he who does the will of my i
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Father who is in heaven." Mathew 7:21

i "Forgive our trespasses and teach us to
i forgive who trespass against us." Mathew
i 6:12

i Forgiveness is a big virtue. We need to
i forgive anyone who did any mischief
i against us and we also need to ask for for-
i giveness for any mischief we did against
i anyone.

i In our daily life, through forgiveness and
i reconciliation we can overcome any dis-
i agreement and conflict between husband
i and wife, between parents and children,
i between friends or co-workers. Applying
i his teaching in our family is the first step
i to follow his teaching, as family is the
i core and basis of the entire humankind.

"Forgive and you will be forgiven." Luke
6:37

{ "How many times shall 1 forgive my
i brother when he sins against me? Up to
i seven times?' Jesus answered, 'I tell you,
i not seven times, but seventy-seven
i times"'. Mathew 18:21-22

¢ Pray for God's mercy and grace -

i "Lead us not into temptation and deliver
i us from evil." Mathew

§6:13

i Pray to God from your heart. It really
i does not matter where or when or how
i often we pray. It has no effect even if we
i recite the prayer millions of times while
i in the church unless we feel what we are
i saying.

We can pray to God directly the same
i way we have a conversation with one
i another.

i Silently in our mind, we can pray while
i we are traveling, walking, studying or
i working anytime and anywhere. And
i while we pray, we need to understand
i what we are saying and we need say that
¢ from our heart. Even if we pray only once
i silently through our full conscious, we
i will receive peace that will fill our hearts
i with joy.

i We shall pray for God to give us joy and
i peace in our mind everyday. We shall
i pray so that we can overcome temptation
i and greed arid we can reject all evil such
i as anger, dishonesty, injustice etc.

{ "What God has united, let no man sepa-
i rate."

Mathew 19:6

When we come together through union of
marriage, we need to value this as gift
from God and make every effort to nur-
ture to unite and grow as family in order
to carry the light we received as
Christians.

No one should destroy or harm this
union.

"Let him be the one whoever is not a sin-
ner to cast the first stone." John 8:7

We should not judge who is a sinner or
and who is not. Let God be the one who
will judge us all. God loves all His chil-
dren including the sinner and continuous-
ly calls him or her to repent and come
back to Him.

"Do not judge, or you too will be judged"
Mathew 7:1

"First take the plank out of your own eye"
Mathew 7:5

"Worship the Lord your God and serve
Him only." Luke 4:8

There is only one God, who out of His
love created us all and everything around
us, everything that we know of and any-
thing that we do not know of.

We should not test our God. We should
not believe in false testimony about one
and only loving God. God wants our
hearts to be filled with goodness and only
goodness brings us closer to Him.

We shall worship one God who is in
heaven, Creator of everything. We should
not misuse God's name or do any evil in
His name

"Watch out for false prophets. They come
to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly
they are ferocious wolves." Mathew 7:15

"A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a
bad tree cannot bear good fruit." Mathew
7:18

"Do not murder, do not commit adultery,
do not steal, do not give false testimony,
honor your father and mother,' and 'love
your neighbor as yourself." Mathew
19:18-19

We should love and respect our parents.
Moreover we should respect all
regardless elder or younger with whom

we interact during our daily life. i
We should not take another human's life.
We should not even harm another human
being. H

We should not commit adultery i.e. cheat
with our spouse. Jesus teaches us when
we even look at a woman as an object of
lust; it would be as much of a sin as adul- :
tery. We need to respect man and woman
alike with full dignity. We should not i
steal, lie, cheat or provide false witness. :
We should love others and we should :
overcome anger, hate or greed. :

"Peace I leave with you; my peace I give
you. I do not give to you as the world
gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled :
and do not be afraid." John 14:27 :

God showed us path to peace through i
sacrifice, we need to remind ourselves :
every moment to live in peace and har- i
mony by sacrificing in order to embrace i
his grace. Peace cannot be attained :
through argument, violence, fight and
war. H

On personal level, we should find peace i
in our heart. There will be confusion, :
doubts, conflicts of ideals and values in
our mind, unless we remind ourselves to :
solve our inner quest through peace, we :
will never find a solution. :

Within our family, we need to establish :
peace by accepting His teaching in our i
hearts and practicing them and reminding
these teachings to ourselves for every- i
thing in our family life we deal with. That
way a family can love each other, grow :
socially, intellectually and spiritually.
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REMEMBERING THE SERVANT OF GOD
THEOTONIUS AMAL GANGULY, C.S.C.

Hubert Arun Rozario, Woodbridge, VA

i Remembering ~ Archbishop  T.A.
i Ganguly of Dhaka is a venerable affair,
i because he is on the path of beatifica-
! tion and canonization. My best impres-
i sion of His Grace Ganguly in my stu-
i dent days is whenever I met him he
i never lectured me to be holy or a better
¢ Christian, he never tried to make me a
! better Catholic, but there was clearly a
i special presence about him in goodness
i and what he did best was to listen to me
i with patience and loving care.
i Archbishop Ganguly came into our
i lives as a Gift of God, to show us the
{ way to imitate Christ and bear the wit-
i ness of Christ in our different and
i unique circumstances of our ordinary
i lives.

¢ Archbishop Theotonius Ganguly had
! his unique way of transforming power
i of Christian love in a very poor country
i full of political chaos and heat of our
i battle for Independence. To most of us
¢ Archbishop Ganguly is consistently
! remembered as a quiet man of gentle
i presence and few words. As the first
i Bangali Christian Ph.D. he could talk to
i us on theology and philosophy all day
i long but he never did that accept when-
i ever he was teaching his class at the
{ Notre Dame College. But his example
i in life and actions spoke for them-
i selves.

I remember Archbishop Ganguly in the
i days of war, when he was trying franti-
! cally to passage letters and money from
i the Bangali workers in West Pakistan to
i their families in our remote villages, to
i sustain their livelihood and help their
i children to continue studies in the vil-
lage schools, at the risk of his life, he
i wanted to give us protection and conso-
i lation in our country where death was
i everywhere. He did the miracle and a
i new channel was opened to communi-
i cate between their families and workers
{in Pakistan and send money via
i London. 1 was with him helping in
i small way and reminding him each day

not to take this risk as the GPO would
ultimately find out and he would be
picked-up by the Pak soldiers, he just
remained silent, and I knew his silence
was speaking to me loud and clear, in
his second floor office. As the Mukti
Juddha escalated conflicts throughout
our country Archbishop Ganguly's pru-
dent actions and holiness continued to
shine as a beacon of light and hope to
all Bangalees.

I left for Melaghar Mukti Bahini camp
in Agartola in the month of May and
before that I saw Archbishop Ganguly,
he just asked me "do you realize that
you are taking a most dangerous path?"
I did keep quiet, and then he slowly
said that it is also the most effective and
glorious path to liberate our occupied
country. He then put his hand on my
head and just said "God is with you
wherever you are posted." With that
selfemptying love of Christ he bade me
farewell. I felt the presence of Christ in
me, while walking out of the
Archbishop's House.

I had the privilege to work for the for-
mation of "Trebeni Chatra Kalyan
Shanga," "Shurid Shanga" and the
"Chatra Kalyan Shanga," many a times
I was overburdened with problems to
organize our youth, I came to him, told

about our shortcomings and difﬁcultg
problems, Archbishop Ganguly put
himself under our burdens, he didn't
have to do that but he wanted to. The i
fact is he always wanted to be with us i
in the field in the difficult situations i
when nobody came forward to help the
Bangali Christian youth. :

Archbishop Ganguly worked hard dur-
ing the liberation war in extreme condi-
tions, he traveled from parish to parish
and spoke of hope and love, and his
homilies were simple and direct. He did
not care for his comfort in order to
share in the sufferings of Bangalees in i
the hands of Pakistani soldiers. Till his
death, he was always willing to take on i
our burdens, to share on our sufferings !
and anxieties. 5

Whenever I heard him speak, I had a i
feeling of peace, if I was worried and i
anxious, he took my fears and burdens, |
and in return he gave me the comfort of :
sacraments. We were so honored to i
have Archbishop Theotonius Amal
Ganguly as the head of our Mondoli in i
Bangladesh and to have him around us,
for that, we are forever grateful to God. |
I am convinced that I was allowed to
live to bear witness to this holy man. i
He was indeed "God's go-between." i
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WHEN | CLOSE MY EYES

Mitchell D’ Rozario (Turjo), Jersey City, NJ

{ When I close my eyes, I see darkness as
i if suddenly all the light has been sucked
¢ out and replaced by pitch black backdrop.
! Through that darkness I see distant
i specks of light from several mud-
i thatched houses, roofs which gleam
¢ under the moon-light sky. A narrow path
i leads me to the houses. It feels like a calm
¢ winter night and a cool breeze passes by.
i A group of barefooted boys play a game
i of badminton with a net perched in
i between two poles and a pair of bright
i flashlights hung on each pole. On the
i other side of the road I can see paddy
i fields, swaying lazily in the breeze. The
i surface of the pond glitters under the
: moonlight. The bushes are set ablaze by
i the fireflies and the sweet smell of flow-
i ers permeates the environment. I near a
i village house. A kitchen. A nearby cob-
i bled well. It is a one storied mud-brick
i house with a large porch in front. The red
i and green flag of sways from the roof of
i the house as yet another cool breeze
i flows by. This is the heart of my home-
! land, the houses, the fields, and the peo-
i ple and their language are what I repre-
i sent and through all the struggles this
i small and young nation has been through
i T could not be any prouder than I am.
i Rabindranath Tagore's poem "My Golden
i Bengal", encapsulates the scenic beauty
i of my country and the people that live
! there, an image which is not held by
{ many in the west.

: Although I was raised in the
i clamor of the city, the village has been an
! integral part of who I am. I remember
! when my parents and I would go on
i retreats to parts of Bangladesh and trav-
i eled the southern mangrove forests of
i Sunderbans trailing the deer footprints,
i the northern hill-tracks where the indige-
i nous tribes speak a language of their
i own, or having long walks on the flat
i island of St. Martin's during sunset when
i I was young. The warm tropical weather
i and the monsoon rains have shaped its
i landscape and endowed this country with
i many beautiful types of scenery. Many
i great poets and writers have been influ-
i enced by the rich diversity of nature.

i Language is an important tool
i for any civilization. It is the only way that

one can communicate one's likes, dis-
likes, worries, pains and joys with others.
Granted this, no one would like their lan-
guage to be taken away. I speak in
Bengali, a derivative of the ancient
Sanskrit, spoken by the people of West
Bengal in India and Bangladesh.
Rabindranath Tagore was one of the most
prominent and influential Bengali poets
and won the Nobel Prize for Literature. I
have selected one of his poems, "My
Golden Bengal" in which he writes about
the beauty of Bengal. With metaphors
and similes, he describes the natural
beauty of the land that he grew up in and
calls his motherland. His description is
sensual, appealing to three of the senses.
He is thrilled by the smell of the mango
groves, he writes about the tenderness of
the shade like a quilt when he lies under
the banyan tree or the soothing melody of
nature that sways his heart. He writes,
"Forever your skies, your air set my heart
in tune As if it were a flute" (verse 2)

Some of the rhymes of the poem
have been lost in the English translation.
It has an iambic hexameter. The rhyming
sequence is a-b-a-b throughout the poem.
Although the poem throughout has a opti-
mistic tone throughout, in the final verse
Tagore rapidly changes his tone to that of
a sad one, "If sadness, O mother mine,
casts a gloom on your face, eyes are filled
with tears!" (verse 18)

Tagore writes that if his mother-
land is under threat he would be willing
to fight for his country. I find that this
poem to be very powerful because when
sung by a group in unison, as the nation-
al anthem, it fills me with patriotism and
a feeling of unity with other people of my
country. The poem has a subtle rebellious
message to it. The time this poem was
written during the time of British rule of
India, an overtly rebellious poem would
have been censored. Tagore by neither
using any harsh words nor criticizing the
British rule wrote a very powerful poem
on ethnic identity and taking pride in it.
The people of Bangladesh have had to
struggle for their language and their land,
their heritage and pride, but this poem
seems to alleviate all those pains and
make all those struggles worthwhile.

My parents along with millions of':
Bengali fought for their freedom in 1971.
Bangladesh was placed under the tute- :
lage of Pakistan in 1945 after the separa- :
tion from the British monarchy. When i
forced to change their national language '
to Urdu and adopting the national identi- |
ty of being Pakistani, the people ofi
Bangladesh revolted - a revolt in which
millions took part and millions lost lives :
in the genocides under the Pakistani i
army. Many outsiders did not know about :
this situation or want to take part in the |
mess. To let those who did not know i
about the problems in Bangladesh, a con- :
cert was organized by Pundit Ravi
Shankar and George Harrison. In the ;
Concert for Bangladesh, Harrison sang :
"Bangladesh" which helped to bring aid
to the starving population.

The song is rhythmic and has a rhyme i
pattern to it. He regularly uses the line,
"Bangladesh, Bangladesh" which empha- :
sizes the urgency for aid in the war rav- :
aged country. The verses are well i
arranged and easy to listen to. In the song :
the following lines are repeated to show
the helplessness of the mass and the |
country that was under the tyranny of the :
regime. "And it sure looks like a mess, |
I've never seen such distress" :

Compared to Tagore's poem Harrison's |
song is different in tone. While Tagore's i
poem is about the natural beauty of the :
country, Harrison's song is on the devas- !
tation of the country. Tagore writes about
the golden paddy fields while Harrison
urges the listeners to give some bread for |
the starving to feed. Harrison's version of
Bangladesh is a country in disarray while :
Tagore writes about his country's natural
treasures. The purpose for Harrison's i
song was to gain support from other :
countries for the nation and Tagore's |
poem was to raise awareness among the
people of the nation. Since this nation's :
birth thirty five years ago, it has gone :
through many trials and struggles, but it i
has been growing with time. Harrison's :
Bangladesh is a war-damaged country |
trying to rebuild itself from scratch, the :
Bangladesh I see when I close my eyes is
the present, and the Bangladesh that :
Tagore envisions, a country with poten-
tial and the optimistic future of the coun- :
try. =
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MY FIRST CAMP EXPERIENCE

i This is my first camp experience. It was
i August 19, 2005.The bus was at Jackson
i Heights and we were headed to Rocky
i Mountains, Pennsylvania. The bus left at 1
i pm and we got there at 4 pm. But along the
i way I saw a lot of cool things and scenery
i such as mountains, lakes, animals and trees.
i When we got to camp the people that were
i there, welcomed us. I knew no one but got
i to know them by there nametags. We were
i also given t-shirts after giving them our
i shirts sizes. Then we sat down to eat snacks
i and refreshments and we met our group and
i group leaders. Afterwards we rested a little
i and three or four vans came to pick up our
i bags to take them where we slept. For the
i boys they took them to an Indian Tipi. We
i saw were we slept and left to meet our
i music and our bible teacher. The Music
i teacher was Frank. The bible teacher was
i Jerry Maj. Then we sat down in a room
i filled with chairs and a stage with equip-
i ments for singing and stuff. There we heard
i the word of God, sung, saw skits and
i enjoyed our time there. But the first day we
i were welcomed and were told about the
i camp and the things we could do there and
i where things were.

i Next is about food, fun, and activities.
i Every day after we ate breakfast we would

Ronney Rozario, Far Rockaway, NY

sign up for activities to do later in the day.
Then we would play, hang around and have
fun for a little while. Then we would go to
the room that I talked about in the first
paragraph. We would sing, see skits, have
fun, and hear the word of God. After it was
finished that we would go with our group in
a comfortable place where we could talk
about what we learned and talk about other
thing like verses we would have to memo-
rize. These verses were in a folder with
other paper about camp. For memorizing
these verses, we would get tickets with the
inhales of the group leader so at lunchtime
we could buy stuff from a table that was set
up to those who won these tickets. They
were worth 1 dollar. In the last two days we
could use real money to buy things like
candy. Then the activities that we signed up
for, we had to do them. After we do our
activities we would eat lunch, go to the
"room" and do the same thing that I said in
the first and second paragraph. Then we
would play. On some days after we played
in the afternoon something special would
happen. Like we would see animals, go for
rides on a tractor around the camp ground.
One special day most of the campers and
even teachers would dress up as they were
In Bangladesh. This day was and still is

called Bangla Day. In the afternoon after i
eating some of us would do special per- :
formances in order to celebrate Bangla day. :
Some of us would dance; sing some bangla !
songs and even some English songs.
The camp theme Is "EXTERME :
Makeover: Heart Edition". The key verse is i
Jeremiah 29:11-14 which was "For I know :
the plans for you", declares the Lord "plans ;
to prosper you and not to harm you, plans :
to give you hope and a future. Then you |
will call upon me and pray to me and I will :
listen to you. You will seek me and find me :
when you seek me with all your heart. I will :
be found by you" declares the Lord "and :
will bring you back from captivity. I will :
gather you from all the nations and places :
where I have banished you", declares the :
Lord "and will bring you back to the place !
from which I carried you into exile." One :
camp teachers was Jerry Maj. From him we :
learned a lot about Jesus. I learned that he :
loves me and you all the same and he will :
love us the same always. We also learned !
about respect and obeying our parents. H
My opinion about camp is that you can i
learn a lot. Have fun a lot. And enjoy it a :
lot. For new comers I advise you to go to :
camp. This year I look forward to going to :
camp and enjoying it. H
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IN MEMORY OF REBECCA
MY FRIEND AND MY WIFE

i My first encounter with Rebecca was very
i accidental. I still remember all the details
i very clearly as they are etched in my
{ memory permanently. It was a sunny,
i pleasant afternoon in the spring of 1973
i and 1 was enjoying myself, my afternoon
i off from the grinding chores of a resident
i physician, with a few close friends. Later
i in the evening, we went to a concert of
i light music. It was a very good and pleas-
i ant evening and my friends seemed
i intensely interested and poised to find out
i how good this band of relatively unknown
i singers was. The group came to our town
i from another, 250 miles to the south by the
i bay. It was a group of young singers and |
i was very much impressed by the youngest
i female member .of the band. She was
i singing with full confidence and a lot of
i control and she exuded impressive ele-
i gance and a charming aura of grace and
¢ dignity about her cute innocent face. I
i have seen and met more beautiful women
! before, but never felt so instantly drawn
¢ and connected and felt as if | have seen her
i before and known her for a long, long
! time. This of course, is not true at all.
i Suddenly I felt blood rushing through my
i head, my heart was pounding and I started
i muttering quietly this is the person I
i have been waiting to meet for a long time.
i I said I ve got to find out who she is.
i Surely, I can find a way somehow to meet
i her. I came home early, leaving my friends
i behind as I was listening but not able to
i hear any music any more after such a jolt
i of an unusual and never experienced emo-
i tional turmoil and turbulence. | was dizzy
i and everything around me appeared foggy
i and unclear.

¢ This was a totally new experience for me.
i I spent a sleepless night tossing and turn-
¢ ing in bed, trying, all in vain, to get com-
i fortable and have some sleep. I felt very
¢ happy but not quite sure why and at the
i same time very nervous and uncertain. An
i overwhelming sense of something very
¢ good and comforting started looming large
i in my horizon. I started wandering into the
i uncharted territory of unbridled romantic
i journey. My mind kept drifting into the
i world of all sorts of imaginations which
i made very little realistic sense . I was in
i love I muttered to myself, so it seemed,
i strangely, with some one I knew nothing
i about. I worried what if she was seeing
i some one, or worse, she was already mar-
i ried? I was uncertain and confused, all
i mixed up and nothing made any sense.

i My lucky break came very soon indeed

Dr. Boniface S. Costa, M.D., Virginia

when I found that a close friend of mine
from knew her family well and I was very
happy and elated to find out she was not
married and wasn t seeing anybody partic-
ularly . I met her accidentally in my
friend s house in the evening shortly after
that and I very quickly invited her out.
Over the following few months we met as
much as possible and as frequently as I
could manage. We sat down somewhere
and talked and I found out you can talk for
hours or even days with the same person
and yet do not run out of materials or sub-
jects. There is no need to have any rhyme,
reason, relevance or substance to have the
time of your life babbling about something
or nothing. You just talk and keep on talk-
ing until blue in the face or your lips
become numb and you can make no sound
any further. We held hands and walked in
the parks through the rose bushes, fed the
ducks and geese, walked along the river
while savoring the eternal bliss of being
together with our dreamy eyes glued to
each other. We talked and talked endlessly
over the following weeks and months
almost regularly and cooked up all kinds
of romantic and silly plans for our future
together. In the shows and theaters we
were more engaged in incessant whisper-
ings and hushed conversation paying little
attention to anything else. We were soar-
ing high up in the sky like the majestic
birds in flight with no sense of purpose or
directions. We hardly were paying any
attention to the story line and had no inter-
est in what was happening on the screen.
The more I knew her more I liked her and
felt inseparably connected and attracted to
Rebecca.

She was smart, exuberant, well informed,
very funny, very intelligent with a very
broad base for varied conversations. I
found her extremely sensitive and kind
and yet at the same time, very capable of
standing up on her own to express her
divergent opinion and defend it quite ruth-
lessly. She was armed with a very natural
and instinctive sense of empathy and she
could read my mind with magical accura-
cy. Rebecca could get involved very
intensely on almost any discussion on a
number of varied issues with rather strong
opinion of her own. Soft and flexible,
always trying her best to make me happy,
she never, however, hesitated to draw the
line somewhere when felt necessary to
make a point. She would simply draw her
line in the sand and never retract from her

dug-in position. As much as I disliked her
dogged stubbornness, I quickly developed :
a healthy respect for her opinions.

I was awestruck by her tremendous capac- :
ity for caring affection and love and an !
almost natural nurturing instinct. I found |
her intellectually very engaging, talking :
with her and just being with her made me
feel very good. I courted her only four :
months before I proposed to marry her |
and she gratified me by accepting it. We
planned to get married in 2 years, after :
completion of my medical residency train-
ing. Our whirl wind of romantic love was i
so intense and absorbing that, living away
from each other was killing me and life :
was meaningless without her next to me. I :
could wait no more and I moved the wed- :
ding date closer. We got married on the :
seventh of February,1974, less than 8 :
months after I met her for the first time.

Life with my wife was perfect, she made !
me so very happy and I hardly realized all :
these 30 years go by so quickly. It feels :
almost like a dream, a sweet dream full of :
countless episodes of pleasant memory |
bytes and endless fleeting moments of i
lasting joy. She loved my parents and my i
brothers and sisters like her own. She was
such a big hit with my mother, at times it }
appeared as though she loved my Mom
more than I myself, her oldest offspring, :
ever could have. Our two daughters were :
raised so well into two mature, well:
groomed, headstrong, pleasant independ- :
ent adults, almost single-handedly by :
Rebecca while I was busy with my heavy
load of professional work. Today, with her :
gone, when I look at my daughters, I see :
Rebecca all over again. The way these i
girls laugh, talk, and use hand gestures :
and body language and live their daily life :
all are vivid replications of her style and :
manner. Their social interactions with my i
friends and relatives are exact replications |
of Rebecca’s . :

In an ironic way, it feels she made sure ;
there are plenty of reminders for me to i
reminisce on our beautiful life together for
the rest of my life. I am so glad and thank- :
ful for her final gifts to me in the guise of ;
my two wonderful daughters. Our daugh- :
ters Sheila and Nancy will be my living :
monuments for my wife s everlasting :
memory. H

Rebecca showed a remarkable knack for
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i reading my mind and she could anticipate
{ my next move, read my thoughts with an
i uncanny ease and almost frightening accu-
i racy. She knew what makes me happy and
i what makes me angry and I could rarely
i hide anything from her. My wife was
i always very comfortable, relaxed and sure
i of herself anywhere under any situation.

i She never ever suspected me and my fre-
i quent absence from home never worried
i or bothered her. At times, when she would
i decline to join me on trips for a medical
i symposium or conference, I said what if I
i see someone I like and fall for her while
i you are not watching me? Typically, she
i would shrug me off with a mischievous
i and tomboyish smile and confront g0
i ahead and graze as much as you want but
i no one will ever love you half as much as
¢ I do and when, at the end of the day, that
i becomes loud and clear, you will be right
! back to me. That was her style, live your
i life assertively with full faith and confi-
i dence in the power of your love. Rebecca
i knew that was the truth and she believed
i in me. .She knew how to present herself
i and feel comfortable under any condition
i and be totally at ease meeting any body
i any time. Her enormous capacity for adap-
i tation, her flexible attitude towards the
i ever changing situations and circum-
i stances in life, are truly rare and very syn-
i ergistic traits. I have come across few
i detractors of Rebecca while I have a
i plethora of them pointing out my lapses
i and foibles all the time.

¢ Her endless desire to give of herself for
i others and her strong distaste to be at the
i receiving end of anything at all etc. are a
i few of the many very attractive aspects of
i her personality and character. She was
! busy and very involved with the schools,
i churches, soup kitchen for the homeless,
i senior citizens lunch, to name only a few
i besides running the affairs of the entire
i apparatus of my extended household filled
i with children, brothers, sisters, nieces,
i nephews and of course, my parents. Doing
i something for someone impromptu gave
i her tremendous joy and satisfaction. It was
i an amazing experience watching her mak-
i ing the total strangers and first time visi-
i tors in house very relaxed and comfortable
i very instantly and almost naturally, time
i after time. She could be very frankly open
i and effervescent yet knew how to be pri-
¢ vate and quiet like a hermit when time or
i situations required.

¢ She enjoyed life fully and was ever ready
i to share her resources with family and
i friends and total strangers. Rebecca loved
! to entertain and her parties were very pop-
i ular among our family, friends and neigh-

bors. Having friends over dinner and chat
into the nights was her delight. She was a
great chef and she always managed to sur-
prise our buddies and me with an array of
exotic dishes very routinely. I always
wondered how and where did she acquire
her amazing culinary skills. Doing every-
thing single handedly and taking care of
all the minute details of a party was her
way of making sure all will go well and
everything will be the best it can be.

Routinely, she would be so exhausted
from the stress of it all that she would
almost collapse and crash into bed when it
is all over and promise herself not to have
any more parties ever again. But by the
next morning she would be busy planning
her next event or yet another party all over
again.

Oh, my dear God, I miss my wife, the love
of my life so very much. I do not quite
know what to do without her next to me.
She tried her very best, all in vain, during
the last couple of years of her life to pre-
pare me for my journey without her. She
worried about such details as my food
preparation, my health and fitness, my
travel and leisure etc. She talked about my
prospective companion, after she was
gone and even suggested some names. |
have never heard of a dying woman both-
ering to consider her surviving spouse s
future conjugal state. She was emphatic
and very strong on instructing me not to
have a prolonged period of grief and
bereavement after she passed on. As I qui-
etly sobbed and shook like a leaf and
writhed in pain and anguish of indescrib-
able proportions at her bedside, she would
comfort me and tell me she understood
my pain and feeling of utter helplessness.
She knew, she said that if roles were to be
reversed, she too would feel helpless,
despondent and empty. If I were to be the
one dying, I would be the stronger one of
the two of us. It was all right for me to fall
apart but she said, the important thing for
me was to get up and get going again. She
felt that was the best way for me to
remember her. I will never know how and
where did she go to get such mind bog-
gling strength and courage to conduct her-
self in such a remarkable and dignified
manner under the threat of imminent
oblivion. Facing oncoming death, she was
always busy worrying about our children
and me, never questioning her own fate
and destiny. I had the good fortune of hav-
ing lived with such a strong and powerful
person only by the sheer stroke of good
fortune and celestial blessing.

It was remarkable to see Rebecca face her
cancer and its treatment, its devastating

side effects and the aftermaths of cancer :
surgery with so much strength, courage, !
discipline and a definite sense of purpose. !
I learned a lot from her as I helped her deal :
with the problems of a cancer patient. Soft
and flexible like a vine, she could be :
extremely rigid, uncompromising and non
malleable when she saw it fit. When the :
cancer returned with full fury in her other |
lung, she was absolutely firm and irre- i
versible in her decision not to go for ;
another round of chemotherapy. H

She dug her feet deep in the sand, and like :
the most stubborn mule , she thwarted all :
of my very well rehearsed concerted :
efforts to get her back to the Oncologist. :
Instead of risking chronic debility and fre- :
quent hospitalizations, she opted to enjoy :
the remainder of her allocated time on :
earth with family, friends and spend some :
quality time with me. She remained true to !
her decision and never wavered. She never
went back to the hospital. She stayed :
home, received her care given by family ;
members and a host of very close friends :
who sacrificed work and other vital obli- i
gations to be at her bedside on a daily |
basis We deeply appreciate the loving and
caring services of the hospice nurses,
social workers and the nurse s aides as ;
well. H

Rebecca died on 30th of May, 2003, was
buried in a small private cemetery near our
home. Standing in the cemetery in front of :
her, I talk to her frequently. Often I coax, :
cajole and even beg her to come back for :
a precious moment only so I can hold her :
in my arms close to my heart and tell her :
one more time that I love her so very :
much. I go visit the gravesite whenever I :
feel down and out and talk to her all the :
time. It seems to comfort me and it calms
my jittery and frayed nerves. 1 feel glad :
and elated when I reflect on our picture |
perfect life together filled with love, hap- !
piness and countless gifts from God. I fall !
on my knees and thank Almighty God who
made it possible for the two of us to meet |
and travel happily on the same orbit for a i
few years before being catapulted into our ;
separate trajectories in the Universe of :
countless twinkling stars. He will make :
sure that we meet again to be together :
again for ever and I will wait until that :
rendezvous comes.
Meanwhile I will be listening to her :
sweet, soft and gentle singing voice as I :
hear the quiet whispering wind blowing in :
from the Chesapeake bay. I will be out on :
the deck on the river every evening look- :
ing at the sky and be pleased and happy to :
see her smiling face shining through the !
maze of million stars as its brightest mem- :
ber. ‘
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OUT OF AFRICA

- Rev. David E. Schlaver, CSC

Holy Cross Mission Center, Notre Dame, Indiana.

Continued after previous issue...
Merry Christmas from Nairobi!
January 4, 2006

New Year's Greetings from Kampala!

i The music and fireworks are over and
i another year has begun. Elections loom
i ahead for Uganda, complicated by the
i jailing of the main opposition leader and
i the attempt of the long-time president
i Museveni to stay in office even longer.
i Yesterday (January 3) the opposition
i leader was released from jail but the elec-
i tions are still ahead and the results very
i unpredictable. The many positive
i achievements of Museveni's term risk
i being forgotten as he seems to want to
i become "president for life" as so many of
¢ his African predecessors. It is a strange
i world!

¢ Tlast wrote from Nairobi, Kenya, where I
i spent Christmas day going from church
i to chapel, celebrating with the enthusias-
i tic choirs and congregations in their long
i and joyous prayers and greetings. The
i few remaining in our seminary for
i Christmas came to the parish to join us
i for lunch and a restful afternoon. Then
i our little international community at
i Holy Cross Dandora met them at the
i Masai Meat Market restaurant on top of a
i modern shopping mall on the other side
¢ of Nairobi for a late dinner. Meat is a
i major part of the diet here: the usual beef,
i pork and chicken, and at a restaurant you
i can also get more exotic lamb, ostrich,
i and crocodile. Grilled, fried, shish-ka-
i bobbed, you name it! Platters of meat
¢ with side dishes of grains, bananas, and
i cabbages. Not a very helpful menu for a
i dieter! The open-air restaurant showed
i off the Kenyan sky and brought some
i cooling breezes. As I looked around the
i place 1 saw little charcoal burners
! brought out to warm the air around the
i diners. Iwas still sweating from the day's
¢ sun!

i On the feast of St. Stephen (Dec. 26) the
¢ church filled again for morning Mass. [
i spoke of Stephen's commitment and our
i own, moving quickly from the crib to the
i reality of daily life and even martyrdom.

How well the people understand this.
But they also want to extend the joyful
hopes of the season as long as possible.
After Mass I went grocery shopping with
Fr. Simon Mwangi, at a trendy supermar-
ket not far from Dandora. The shelves
were well stocked - sort of a combination
of Sam's Club and Krogers, with 100
varieties of everything (instead of our
1000!). The prices are not cheap, so it is
easy to see why the numerous poor do not
frequent these places. Even a small
frozen chicken costs between $2-$3,
hardly daily fare for a struggling family.
So they manage on rice, matoke (mashed
bananas), and beans and less than a dollar
a day!

That evening I moved over to McCauley
House, our seminary for Holy Cross stu-
dents studying theology at Tangaza
College, a large consortium of religious
communities and lay organizations serv-
ing the church in East Africa (with stu-
dents from around the world). All of us
went to "Carnivore" a huge restaurant
and arts-and-crafts exhibit for long
leisurely dinner at the Simba Saloon.

Brother Cleophas arranged for me to
meet more of the Kibera women the next
morning, so | listened to Isabella and
Margaret (#2) who represented a small
group of women who are trying to start
and maintain small businesses in Kibera,
selling vegetables, rice and other grains.
These women are anxious to educate
their children to give them a way out of
poverty. It is often a losing battle, but
their hope and courage is so admirable! I
walked with them down into the massive
Kibera slum projects - well over one mil-
lion people in huts, tin sheds and various
types of old containers - as far as the eye
can see. We met the first Margaret - from
the "living positively" group - on the
path. She took over and guided me to her
house, where 10 people live in her
extended family. She pays $20 per
month in rent and tries to educate her
children, grandchildren, and several
orphans, living with her positive attitude
and spirit! If anyone will ever succeed, it
will be Margaret! Margaret takes pride in
the number of visitors she has brought to
her home to listen to her stories and those
of her neighbors. Their smiles and

warmth make a very positive impression :
on everyone. :

In the heat and dust (and altitude) of
Kibera I was a bit concerned about con- :
serving enough energy to get back to our i
house, so I declined to go much further, :
but promised I would try again at the end :
of January before leaving Nairobi. i
Margaret's firm arm guided me among :
the many splinter-group churches, across :
the slippery rocks, around streams of
flowing sewerage, and finally back up to :
McCauley House where we shared a
Coca Cola and more dreams for the i
future. i

Cleo and I had a ham and pineapple sub i
sandwich at the nearby Pizza Inn later in :
the afternoon and went on to the Giraffe :
park near Tangaza. This is a new and i
fancy area of Nairobi, with many reli- :
gious houses, schools, and institutes, |
along with many wealthy estates. Cleo i
has been at our seminary for nine years i
now and knows the people and places of
this "Vatican" enclave. But everything is :
closed down now for the holidays, so I'll
have to visit again later in January. :
Meanwhile, we fed the giraffes (what
long tongues they have!) and watched the :
wart-hogs root around in the mud at the
park. Extensive archeological and geo- :
graphical displays make this a favorite !
spot for groups of city children to experi-
ence a bit of the country and wildlife. :
Kids from Kibera and the many other :
slums often get a chance to do this i
because of donations of other visitors.

On the way back to our house we stopped i
at the Missionaries of Charity "Home of :
Peace" nearby, where 57 female mentally
and physically handicapped patients are |
cared for by twelve Sisters and some vol- :
unteers. A newly professed Kenyan !
Sister showed us around and said she :
would soon be on her way to one of their :
homes in Haiti. When we got back to our :
place Brother Cleo asked if I had any dol-
lars; it seems that any bills older than four :
or five years are suspect here because of !
frequent counterfeiting, and even banks i
won't take them. So we went through his :
pile of bills, replacing them with some of !
my newer ones. | hope that the banks at
home will honor mine! At least this will :
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keep me from spending what I have while
i here.

¢ After a pretty sound sleep - punctuated by
i the night sounds of the nearby Kibera
i slum and the inevitable loud music and
i shouts of children, we started out for
i Uganda at 5:30 am. Cleo and Willy
i drove west across Kenya through the
i Great Rift Valley. In some ways it is like
i crossing the western deserts of the USA,
i sagebrush, tumbleweed, hills and valleys,
i with only an occasional pedestrian or
i bicycle. Large lorries (heavy trucks)
i bearing petrol and goods to Uganda,
i Rwanda and the Congo, hug the road,
i negotiating the rises and falls of the dry
i landscape. We passed through Kenyan
i cities of Nakuru, Kericho, and Kisumu
i and finally reached the Ugandan border
i at Busia around 1 pm. We walked across
i the hot, dusty, and quite barren border,
i got our passports checked, and finally the
i automobile documents were in order and
i taxes paid so we could import the car.
i Money changers were everywhere, offer-
i ing "better rates" - though I wonder
i whether my now "ancient" dollars would
i have been acceptable to them. We got in
i our car again, building up very little
i speed, passing through the endless shops,
i vendors, pedestrians and waiting bus pas-
i sengers, anxious to leave Busia behind.
i The roads got worse and worse, with pot-
i holes that only recycled computer parts
i could possibly have filled! The dust was
i thick, but I could see endless little
i shops/houses, with verandahs shading the
¢ front from the bright sun. Not much life
i at 2 pm on a hot afternoon however. As
i the week went on, the motionless air of
i Uganda at this lower elevation got heav-
i ier and hotter, clearly a more tropical cli-
i mate.

i Uganda is only about half the size of
i Kenya (90,000 sq. miles), with a popula-
! tion of 27 million. Lake Victoria (second
i largest freshwater body in the world,
i after Lake Superior) covers the southeast
i chunk of Uganda and parts of Tanzania
i and Kenya as well. The greenery and
i rolling hills of eastern Uganda are
i markedly different from the other coun-
i tries. No wonder it was often dubbed (by
i Winston Churchill I think) "The Pearl of
i Africa." Other large lakes lie in this
i region of East Africa - The Great Lakes
i Region. Interestingly, Lake Victoria is
i about the size of Bangladesh, which has
i to house and support 140 million people!
i Later as we reached Jinja we saw the
i headwaters of the Nile, appearing to

flow out of Lake Victoria to the north,
through the deserts of Ethiopia and Sudan
and Egypt, and eventually on to the
Mediterranean Sea at Alexandria. Like
the Amazon, the Mississippi, the Ganges,
and the Yangtze and the other great river
systems, it brings life to millions who
depend on the flowing water.

Finally we reached the wvilllage of
Bugembe, a bit east of Jinja, where Holy
Cross Parish was established some 15
years ago. The last 20 miles or so were
the worst roads I've seen yet, with pot-
holes that could bury you! Apparently
corruption and inability to fulfill the con-
tract had led to cancellation of the proj-
ect, and the road remains to be repaired!
Fred Jenga, ordained from this parish last
summer, showed me around. The com-
pound is a motley collection of buildings,
beginning with the old parish house
where the king used to reside, now rented
by the community from his family.
Nearby are schools, the old church and
offices, a home for our college-age semi-
narians who study at a nearby PCJ con-
sortium for their BA, the Sisters novi-
tiate, and a big new church. I did not
explore too much after arrival, since I'll
be coming back for a week later in the
month. But the foliage, gardens, and
building style we so familiar from my
travels around India and Bangladesh.
Simple, functional, and at least adequate
for the time being. But here we are faced
with ever-increasing numbers of candi-
dates, a team of brothers and priests
working at the school who had been
evicted from their house that very day,
and the "house of the king" unable to
meet all the needs of everybody!

Once again I am seeing the needs of one
of our missions in stark reality - which
will occupy my efforts upon returning to
the USA! As I see so many of our
"older" buildings, homes, offices, and
even churches being torn down or reno-
vated in the USA, I wish I could transfer
them here to meet some of these needs!
Fr. Serapio Wamara is in charge, but Fr.
Bob Hesse, one of our first three mission-
aries to come to Uganda in 1958, also
makes his home here at Bugembe. Bob
dutifully sprayed my room for mosqui-
toes and then 10 of us gathered for dinner
and conversation, and a chance to share
the dreams of the community at
Bugembe.

The chickens around the compound
remained blessedly silent until the early

morning hours. After Mass and breakfast !
on December 29th we set out for i
Kampala, the capital of Uganda, about 50 :
miles further west on Lake Victoria. We
passed over the Nile and saw the broad |
expanse of waterfalls, dams, and power :
generating stations, providing electricity !
for much of Central and East Africa. :

Our Holy Cross headquarters in Kampala !
is on a hillside overlooking this city of
over one million, with many religious :
houses. We are just around the corner :
from the "new" and heavily fortified
American embassy. 1 was surprised to :
learn that Uganda has 19 dioceses within !
four archdioceses, with the requisite i
number of bishops and their entourage. :
The great majority of people are
Christian, and probably half of those are i
Catholic. Uganda is more Catholic than :
the other countries in East Africa, and i
tribal differences - at least in recent years
- have caused less political and religious :
turmoil than in Kenya. The people seem
to value education very highly, and i
schools are everywhere! English is wide- :
ly spoken, and after a bit of effort to filter
out the heavy accents, quite cultured and i
accurate. I am very impressed with the :
fluency of our young seminarians and :
brothers. But at times I have to tell them
to SPEAK UP, since there is the crazy :
deference to age and status that can cre- |
ate a nation of mumblers! Of course that
sometimes happens even back home!

There are many diocesan clergy and i
parishes here in Kampala and throughout :
the 19 dioceses, as well as numerous reli-
gious communities of priests, brothers i
and sisters.
Their "compounds" (at least in the cities) :
all have attractive colorful buildings, i
nicely landscaped with grass and trees :
and brick paths that wander through quiet |
interior grounds. BUT everything is :
INSIDE big iron gates, and outside are :
nearly impassable access roads! This
phenomenon I have seen virtually every- :
where in my travels. Common property :
is definitely NO ONE's property! Open i
sewers, garbage, and potholes abound :
outside the gates! How blessed we are in !
most places in the USA to have a civic |
sense that would not allow this to happen; :
at least not yet! Though at times I get :
worried about the growth in "gated com-
munities" in the USA and hearing people :
complain about taxes - even for the i
essentials we take for granted. i
Remember: Lazurus is still sitting outside :
that gate, in Dhaka, Kampala, or even§
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Granger Indiana! (By the way, gasoline
i is about $5.00 per gallon in Kenya and
: $6.00 in Uganda! Enough said?)

i After greeting all the guests and residents
i who gathered at Bishop McCauley House
i most of us moved down the "road" and
i around the "corner" to St. Augustine's
i Institute, a diocesan pastoral and retreat
i center which would be home for the next
i week. After evening prayer and dinner
i the chapter (meeting) of the District of
i East Africa officially opened. In addition
{ to 34 African members from the three
i countries  (Kenya, Uganda, and
i Tanzania), 10 priests and brothers from
i the USA are members of the district.
i Along with a number of visitors and
i observers like myself, 54 of us gathered
iin a hot upper room for the sessions.
i Committee work - on mission, formation
i and community life, government, and
i finances -- made up much of the meeting
i time of the first few days.

The variety of people present for this
{ meeting and the issues made for some
i lively meetings. But the real advantage is
i the coming together of so many Holy
¢ Cross people, sharing brotherhood, min-
i istry, and future dreams and hopes. So
i the gatherings are always a real positive
i experience. I was particularly impressed
i by the enthusiasm of the younger mem-
i bers, who are preparing to serve in a vari-
i ety of ministries, parishes, schools, and
i social projects, without knowing what the
i future might hold for them. We ended
¢ last night (January 3) and the participants
i began to scatter to the ends of the district,
i renewed by the opportunity to spend a
i week together.

i Today I went with Fr. Tom McDermott,
{ who has been here most of the past 18
i years in various capacities. Mutual
i friends, Chris and Lois Costello of South
i Bend joined us. They are working in a
i health project in Kerichu, Kenya for two
i years. We visited Uganda Martyrs
¢ University about 50 miles from Kampala.
i It is a relatively new project with great
i possibilities for the future. The Ugandan
¢ bishops have been supporting it and now
i Holy Cross is offering some personnel to
i help build a future there. About 800 full-
i time students attend and there are some
i further programs, also at night in
i Kampala. The support of the European
i Union and various bishops in Europe is
i making this miracle possible. Tom and
i others from Holy Cross are in on the proj-
i ect and the future is bright.

Tomorrow (January 5) I leave for Fort
Portal in the west, a five-hour drive. This
was our first mission back in 1958 and
many Holy Cross people are still minis-
tering in that area. I am not sure when I
will be able to send another report, so I
am struggling to finish up tonight and
send this. TI'll be back in this area
(Kampala) and Jinja on January 12 and
will try again.

Many blessings and Happy New Year
from Kampala!

January 14, 2006
Greetings once again from Uganda!

It will be another sunny and warm day in
Kampala, the hilly capital of Uganda.
After a week in the western regions I
returned here yesterday afternoon with
Brother Alan Harrod; a was a fairly easy
and quite scenic drive of about 200 miles
(five hours) from Fort Portal. Crowds
gathered along the route, awaiting a
glimpse of their president, Yoweri
Museveni, who has been campaigning
around that region. Banana branches, the
sign of his NRP party, were placed at
strategic points in the towns and villages
we passed through. Though we did see a
short caravan of speeding police and mil-
itary vehicles ahead and behind one
Mercedes, it appears that was only the
vice president's entourage. We finally
met the president's motorcade streaming
out of Kampala just as we entered, a
much longer line of vehicles and a much
longer stretch Mercedes limo!

Money flows during election time here
(and everywhere I suppose) as taxis and
motorcycles receive free petrol for carry-
ing a picture of the candidate, and I am
sure many other favors are dispensed.
The election is about six weeks away, but
it will take a lot more energy (and
money) to build up much enthusiasm for
any of the four candidates, though the
daily papers are full of their charges and
countercharges, manifestoes and promis-
es! Musenveni - already in office for 20
years since he toppled Milton Obote --
looks headed to a third elected term; he
managed to change the constitution to
allow this. His three main opposition
candidates (one of them the widow of
Obote) can't seem to agree to coalesce, so
he has little to fear.

Western Uganda is lush, tropical, and
rolling, with distant mountains (the

Ruwenzori - some over 15,000 feet), :
small towns and simple houses dotting i
the hillsides. Lots of tea is grown here, :
on beautiful terraced landscapes, evenly :
picked to create a green carpeted effect, i
with narrow paths crisscrossing the :
fields. Holy Cross missionaries came |
here in 1958 to assist in the distant
parishes of what would eventually :
become the Diocese of Fort Portal. The :
guidebooks call it the most picturesque i
town in Uganda, and that may well be, :
though it is difficult to catch the full fla- |
vor while concentrating on the terrible
broken and dusty roads that curve
through the town, trying to avoid the i
"bodabodas" (little motorcycles which :
carry passengers - named this because of :
their owners'shouts of border/border as :
they try to ferry people from one border
post to another), and other obstacles.

Several hills dominate, one the Catholic :
hill, another the Church of Uganda :
(Anglican) hill, another the Muslim hill, ;
and finally the tallest of all, the King's
hill, home of the teenaged-king of the :
Toro tribe. He was likely away studying
in middle school, so we didn't climb the i
hill. His mainly ceremonial functions i
have been carried out by regents since his |
ascension to the throne in childhood. But
his palace - restored by Mohamar :
Ghadafi of Libya after it had been ran- i
sacked when Idi Amin and Obote abol- i
ished the various kingdoms in Uganda - :
reigns again over the shops and market- :
places of this quaint headquarters of the
Kabarole District. H

The "Virika" cathedral is a marvelously i
simple, functional, and colorful church- :
in-the-round, built by Vincent McCauley,
CSC, during his short time as bishop of :
Fort Portal. He and two other Holy Cross
missionaries came here in 1958 and i
decided it was a good place to set up a :
mission. McCauley had first worked in i
Bengal, India, and I am sure that he too
saw many similarities in the people and i
their needs. Eventually he was named :
the first bishop of the new diocese, but
within a few years, a Ugandan followed :
him and he moved on to work with all the :
bishops of East Africa in Nairobi. :

I had driven here from our headquarters :
in Kampala on January 5 with Sister i
Lillian Sullivan (who teaches at the sem- :
inary here) and Fr. Dick Stout (who i
assists at our novitiate near Fort Portal). i
We stopped at another impressive cathe- :
dral on the way, in Mityana, where sever-
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i al of the Ugandan Martyrs are honored.
i (I'll say more about them after I visit their
i main shrine next week). The road from
i Kampala to Fort Portal was quite good -
i at least until we reached the city! After a
i quick lunch at "The Gardens" downtown
i we reached the house at Virika, which
{ became my home for the next week.

{ On Brother Andre's feast (January 6)
i Brother Alan Harrod and I drove out to
i our novitiate at Lake Saaka, only five
i miles, but half an hour as the 4-wheel
i vehicle crawls! The lava and slate-lined
i road is not easily navigated, but this first
i of several trips was most scenic and
i memorable, past the prison, broken half-
¢ finished houses, fields of maize and
i young trees, and eventually into the
i grounds of Holy Cross Novitiate. Near
i the entrance is the community cemetery,
i with a large tree marked with the names
i of those who have died in East Africa
i over these 48 years. Only one grave is
i there, that of young Erogi Asiimwe, a
i deacon, who died just a year ago after an
¢ explosion and fire. He rests in peace now
i in the quiet forest where his Holy Cross
i journey had begun some years before.

i I must say we manage to find beautiful
i spots to train our young novices around
i the world. This one overlooks scenic
i Lake Saaka with the towering Ruwenzori
i Mountains in the distant cloud-covered
i background. On a clear day snow can be
i seen. Flowers and trees line the grounds
i down to the lake, an algae-filled crater
i lake, probably several times larger than
i the combined Notre Dame lakes. The
i nine novices had gone to town on their
i bicycles to attend the profession and
i jubilee celebration of the local
i Banyatereza Sisters at the cathedral.
i Alan and I had decided to forego that
i five-hour celebration, in favor of a short-
i er and quieter one, sitting with Dick Stout
i overlooking his manor and Lake Saaka!

i Saturday Fr. Dick Potthast came to Fort
i Portal for shopping and then took me
i with him to Kyarusozi, his parish about
i 50 kilometers to the northeast. After
i lunch we toured the grounds, surveyed
i his magnificent new church under con-
i struction, and then went on to Kyembogo
i another five miles or so, to see the St.
i Joseph Hill school complex, a number of
i new, under-construction, or still
i dreamed-about buildings which provide
i secondary education and eventually
i housing to several hundred children from
i the surrounding area. Brother Deo

Magezi is the headmaster and also directs
the nearby farm, which raises tea, some
cattle, and tree seedlings. No one gets by
with a single job here! Volunteers Jessica
and Michael come here each day from
their house at Kyarusozi to teach math
and science.

On the way back to the parish, Dick took
me to visit Angelina, a dedicated cate-
chist and jill-of-all-trades around the
parish. She prepared her famous scram-
bled eggs, tea, and various fruits, and
promptly "christened" me AMOOTI - my
new pet name for Uganda. After signing
her guest book - seems like everyone had
been there before me! - we stopped at the
Holy Cross Sisters house across from the
parish. A group of them run a large clin-
ic and health-care program in Kyembogo
(and raise turkeys on the side!). We ate
some of Dick Potthast's famous sweet
corn for dinner, after looking over
Brother Bernie Klim's variety of work-
shops and projects.

Sunday Dick took me to Kassaba village,
to the new St. Francis Xavier church for
Mass. Angelina went along part way,
stopping at her designated mission for
that day. She is part of the Family
Ministries team and conducts Sunday
services, rosary, and prayers for the peo-
ple nearby. The crowd kept growing in
Kassaba, the choir was tuning up and
practicing, Dick heard a lot of confes-
sions, and after "high tea" we began a
two-hour plus liturgy, during which I had
the thrill of baptizing little Joseph. He
smiled throughout and enjoyed the cool-
ing waters. As the Mass concluded, we
listened to three long songs of thanksgiv-
ing in the three local languages, accom-
panied by enthusiastic dances and shouts
of joy. I thanked them for their joyful
welcome and indicated that a bit of sus-
tained effort on my part to dance with
them would definitely benefit my diet!
We ended with a chicken dinner with
their catechist and his family.

Dick took me back to Virika late that
afternoon and Alan Harrod and I went on
up that wonderful road to Saaka to join
Dick Stout and his novices for dinner and
community night. [ was happy to meet
all of them, a most impressive group.
Heavy rains fell during our visit and on
through the night. Back at Virika the
power failed and the night was long and
dark. The morning sounds of animals
and birds brought everything back to life,
well-watered now by the winter rains.

Brother Alan Gugel had been busy minis- :
tering to a very sick woman and her fam-
ily these days, as well as trying to finish :
up his work to return to the USA in a few
weeks. Topista passed away during the |
early morning hours and arrangements :
were made for a burial that same after- :
noon. Family and friends were in and out
all day, grieving her death, but also :
thanking God that her sufferings were |
over. :

Alan Harrod and I drove back to Saaka so
I could spend the morning talking with
the novices about my life and experiences :
in Holy Cross. At the end of the morning !
we celebrated Mass in their newly paint-
ed (by them) chapel and then ended with :
a spontaneous dance accompanied by i
their vigorous drumming and singing. i
The baptism of Jesus could not have been :
more lively on the banks of the Jordan!

On Tuesday Holy Cross, including those
nine cycling novices (who are used to :
driving their "two-wheeled Pajeros" up i
and down the Saaka road) gathered at the :
nearby Sisters' convent to celebrate the :
80th birthday of one of their Ugandan :
pioneers, Sr. Edward Ann Wetzel. Her
big smile grew even bigger during Mass, :
dinner, and presentation of gifts. Sister i
Eddie Ann took on her East African mis- :
sion after over 20 years teaching in the i
USA, and now has been here nearly 40 i
years. Her "Mary's Craft and Card :
Shop" provides a livelihood to many vil- :
lage women as well as an interesting i
place for visitors to buy local handicrafts. :

The week passed quickly, visiting local i
places, meeting the stream of visitors, |
sharing with the novices, talking with the
two Alan's, praying with the Sisters, and
finally driving back to Kampala yester- :
day. In another hour I'll be going on to i
Jinja (50 miles east) to see our candidates :
and their Andre House residence and :
their school, our big parish at Bugembe,
Lake View Senior Secondary School, the :
Sisters'novitiate, and maybe meet their :
beloved bishop Willigers. I hope I'll have
a chance to summarize those days upon :
return to Kampala on Thursday before :
heading back to Nairobi and on to i
Tanzania. Another early morning rain :
has now watered the flowers and mud- :
died the roads, and the sun is heating up i
the day. H

Many blessings!

i www.pbcausa.org

Page 119




ProOBASHI BENGALI CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION TEPANTORI - 19th Issue

2AATAT @At JTOTT AT @ATFAT - S 5o wewad

January 19, 2006
A final report from Uganda!

i By all accounts, Jinja should be the
i Riviera of Uganda; a colorful, small city
i of 100,000+ (2nd largest in the country),
i situated on the northern banks of magnif-
i icent Lake Victoria which covers large
i chunks of Uganda, Kenya and Tanzania.
i Jinja has a similar charm to towns in the
i southwestern USA, like a dilapidated
i Santa Fe. Palm trees and banana plants
i everywhere, warmed by a tropical cli-
i mate on the equator at the very source of
i the Nile River. Everywhere you can see
i the struggle and frustrated hopes for an
i extensive tourism industry. But the
i prospects of Jinja declined rapidly during
i the Idi Amin era (70s) and the years since
i and the city has yet to bounce back.
i Abandoned factories, an extensive but
i erratic power grid generated by the dams
i of the Nile, and everywhere are scattered
i the empty frames of potential houses and
i shops, now overgrown with weeds and
i brush. Good beer is still brewed here and
i lots of power generated, and somehow
i many people earn their living. But it is
i not a boom town!

i In the surrounding hills live many subsis-
i tence farmers, growing maize and sugar-
i cane, walking dusty roads and jungle
i paths to their mud huts with thatched
i roofs, occasionally brightened by red
i bricks from their own clay. Children
i wave and gawk as you pass by, shouting
{ JAMBO (hello), amusing themselves in
i simple ways, with pieces of plastic,
i metal, or natural fibers, making toys to
i satisfy their day's longing for companion-
i ship.

:On Tuesday (January 17) President
i Museveni came to Jinja. He was hours
i late as tends to happen in these days of
i frenetic campaigning, but his roving band
i of supporters, draped in wilted banana
i leaves (his party's symbol), tried all day
i to build up and keep the crowds with
i their chants and shouts. Truckloads and
i minivans full of yellow-shirted youths,
i armed with bright pictures of their man
i and microphones connected to loud
i speakers, roamed the roads of Jinja and
¢ Bugembe, the nearby "suburb" where our
i parish is located. The main road is still in
i shambles and one never knows which
i side of the "island" to drive on, though
! one is usually worse than the other. I am
i told there used to be beautiful trees along
i the divided highway and a reasonably

smooth road running east out of the city.
No more the case, though for a few days
before Museveni's arrival crews were fill-
ing in the worst potholes with gravel, red
mud and a spattering of tarmac. It won't
last, nor will it be completed. His support
is relatively thin here, and the promises
he gave Tuesday (including a $10,000
guaranteed annual income per family!)
will likely be forgotten soon after his
expected victory on February 23.

Universal primary education was a major
promise last time for his victorious
National Resistance Movement. Now he
talks about universal secondary educa-
tion. But those in the know say that will
not happen; basic education is still far
from universal. As in so many poor
countries, few can afford education at all,
even if the government does pay the
school fees (for minimal teachers'
salaries and infrastructure). But people
cannot buy books and uniforms, or pay
for transport (or boarding costs), let alone
suffer the "loss" of extra hands in the
fields and any potential income from the
young boy or girl in the marketplace. So
education remains a dream and illiteracy
is rampant. Uganda has undoubtedly
made some progress, but only a bit.

Yet schools are everywhere! Private and
public, named after the towns or simply
some creative twist on geography, reli-
gion, or language: Good Heart Primary
School, Green Valley, Victory Secondary
School, etc. Church-run schools also
abound, many named after the Ugandan
Martyrs, though most of those must
charge fees to pay their teachers. Our
parish has three primary schools (Holy
Cross on the parish compound in
Bugembe, St. Andrew's at Wanyange, and
St. Jude's at Buwekula) and another, at
Kalungami, which is now government
supported, but somehow still church-
managed. All have very inadequate facil-
ities and they are trying to build hostels
for boys and girls, kitchens, and addition-
al classrooms and offices. Each has an
"outstation church," a small building also
used for occasional Sunday Mass or
prayer services.

I ambled around the grounds of all three
schools a few days ago, watching the
laborious construction, meeting head-
masters and teachers, cooks and matrons
(who supervise the hostels). School
starts again in a few weeks and lots of
progress remains to be made.
Throughout the hilly area you cannot

help but notice the many half-completed :
structures of homes. Apparently people i
who have been able to purchase land, :
then start to build something on it to i
secure their rights, and also to invest their
extra income as they have it - to prevent :
relatives from borrowing it! Little by lit- :
tle their dream house is built!

I arrived in Jinja Saturday noon, January !
14, after a hot drive of 50 miles from i
Kampala with Brother Alan Harrod. We
had hoped to avoid much traffic, but the :
Saturday morning markets and shoppers :
flowed out into the main road and slowed :
our progress. We had lunch at Andre !
House, down the road from our parish, i
where Fr. David Kashangaki (UND MA
'05) welcomed us. It is the candidate !
house for Holy Cross, with 25 young men
living there and studying at the'
Philosophy Centre Jinja, a consortium for :
college-level studies in philosophy and i
religion for candidates from a number of !
religious orders. Holy Cross was in on ;
the groundwork of the PCJ in 1989 and !
has provided teachers from the USA and :
East Africa, some short-term and some i
long-term, over the years. David now i
teaches economics and religious studies i
there. :

Brother Jim Nichols works with him i
guiding and encouraging the 25 young i
men at Andre House. They come from i
Tanzania and Kenya as well as Uganda. !
Most are in the 20s and have successful-
ly completed the complicated secondary :
school system. This "college" program :
lasts three years, during which they also i
decide whether to continue preparation i
for priesthood or brotherhood in Holy
Cross. If they continue (as about half :
do), their next home is at the novitiate at }
Lake Saaka. Most had not yet seen that :
place, so I informed them that it is a mar-
velous site, maybe the most beautiful set- :
ting of our novitiates around the world.

Over the next few days I got to meet all
of them and celebrate Mass, enjoying :
their songs in different languages and i
rhythms of the various drums, and shar- :
ing their simple meal. On Tuesday
evening I talked with the whole group i
about life in Holy Cross around the :
world. I have been blessed to meet so :
many of our priests, brothers, sisters, and
seminarians in different countries and am
always happy to share the enthusiasm I !
have witnessed.  Their vision for Holy i
Cross will carry us into the future and I :
told them they are preparing for life and
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i ministry in a very different world,
i church, and congregation.
i Internationality is the new hallmark and
i must be part of their (and our) vision.
i And we of the older generations must not
i only accept this, but embrace it with
i some of the same enthusiasm of the
i young people who are joining us.

i I stayed in our old parish at Moreau
{ House this past week. Brother John
i Flood, headmaster of Lake View Senior
i Secondary School near the parish, part of
i Holy Cross' ministry in Jinja, took me on
i a tour of his school Saturday afternoon.
i From the hills there is a magnificent view
i of Lake Victoria - at least of the bay or
i channel bordering Jinja. John is super-
i vising the construction of a new girls hos-
i tel and badly needed kitchen. Generous
i benefactors from the USA are making
i these projects possible - as well as other
i projects at our primary schools. The
i schoolmaster's task never ends!

i On Sunday morning while Fathers Bob
¢ Hesse and Fred Jenga went to outstations,
i I accompanied Fr. Serapio Wamara, the
i pastor, to the church a few blocks away.
i It is a large new structure, very simple
i and functional in design. The pews are
i still being built and plaques from the ded-
i ication (in November 2004) are still
i shiny, giving profound thanks to their
i "twin" parish, St. John of the Cross in
{ Western Springs, Illinois. Each year
i some visitors come from that parish and
i discover new ways they can assist.

i Sunday Mass was lively, and people
i drifted in almost on time so we started
¢ only a half-hour late. Serapio is trying to
i find a way to solve that "problem." The
i Mass went on for well over an hour, with
¢ lots of singing, long readings and prayers
i and a "dialogue" homily that he led while
i wandering the crowd, evoking positive
i smiles and responses. I offered to do the
i next Mass in English and tried to imitate
i him a bit. People were attentive and
i smiled, but I had less success at getting
i any response. Serapio said that the youth
i like the English and their choir sang
i songs from several other languages as
i well.

¢ One interesting phenomenon I've noticed
i everywhere: The parish "announce-
i ments" - a long list of events for the fol-
i lowing week, Mass intentions, upcoming
weddings, parish meetings, and needs,
i read by the commentator before the final
i blessing. I am not sure how much is real-

ly heard, but I guess it is easier than try-
ing to print a bulletin that either can't or
won't be read. Once again in the USA we
are spoiled by sponsors who pay the costs
of our Sunday parish bulletins. After
Mass, on the walk home, I was followed
by the eager altar boys (and girl) and sev-
eral others, anxious to find help for pay-
ing their school fees. This is a third-
world-wide phenomenon I guess. I can't
help admire their enthusiasm and wonder
sadly at a world that spends so much
more on armaments and war than educa-
tion and health-care for its children -
despite pronouncements of all presidents,
prime ministers and dictators.

A couple of evenings while in Jinja we
went to the Triangle Hotel "Annex" over-
looking the bay of the lake from which
the Nile begins its long trek northward.
We enjoyed a few "Nile Special" beers,
brewed locally, but I presume not direct-
ly from the river water. It is quite good!
One night the four American Holy Cross
Sisters joined us for a few hours of shar-
ing experiences. Afterward, Bob Hesse
(our pioneer in East Africa and founder of
this parish at Bugembe), Brother John,
and I stayed for dinner and we each feast-
ed on a WHOLE telapia, complete with
the head. The fish comes from the lake
and is about 18 inches long. It was deli-
cious! I know telapia fillets are becom-
ing popular in the USA - farm raised - but
this was much bigger and better and the
whole dinner cost less than $5.00 each.
The view from the balcony looking out
over the river and down toward the lake
is beautiful on a sunny afternoon. Little
canoe-like fishing boats crisscross the
Nile in the distance and a few larger
trawlers head out toward the lake.

On Monday noon (and again Tuesday
morning for Mass) I visited the Sisters of
the Holy Cross at their formation house
not far from Lake View. Their "view" is
also quite impressive. Three candidates
(also studying at PCJ) and five novices
live here, with Sisters Madeleine Marie
and Mary Louise, the founding head-
mistress of Lake View in 1993. Sister
Eileen, who teaches spirituality at PCJ,
and Sister Mary Alice, who directs the
affairs of their community in Africa, live
down the road at Olivette House, named
after Sister Olivette who took the risk to
send Sisters here in the late 1960s. They,
too, attract candidates from our parish in
Kenya, as well as different areas of
Uganda, and have opened their program
to candidates from Ghana in West Africa

where the Sisters also minister and the :
Holy Cross Brothers have been working
for almost 50 years. Three of their :
novices from here are now doing a pro- |
gram in Ghana. Africa is large and i
Ghana is a long way off, with many dif- :
ferences, but they are courageously !
crossing borders! :

Tuesday morning after touring the simple !
but attractive and functional complex of
the PCJ and going with Bob Hesse to see :
more of "Vatican Hill" filled with reli- :
gious houses, the bishop's house and i
cathedral, and offices of the diocese, :
Serapio wanted me to see some of the :
tourist sites. So we drove about five
miles north up the Nile and turned left to :
visit Bujagali Falls. The river is filled :
with large rapids or small waterfalls at
that point, and it is a sight to behold. :
Young men offer to ride jerry cans over :
the falls to entertain the tourists. They |
were disappointed when Serapio declined :
to entertain his "tourist" in this way. ;
Actually he remarked that it is quite an
adventurous thing to see, but once while :
he was watching a young man was Killed :
in the process and since then he decided i
he would not contribute to their danger- :
ous practices. Somewhere back toward |
Jinja T hear there is a bungee-jumping%
spot - that would be hard enough to :
watch! :

We left the falls and drove back through
downtown Jinja to the area called i
"Source of the Nile," a scenic bluff over- :
looking the wandering shoreline and :
marking the spots where various explor- i
ers tried to take credit for "discovering" :
the source. Controversies abounded in i
the late 19th century but I guess they are :
all solved by now, by mapmakers and i
National Geographic expeditions. A cur- i
rent major problem, however, is the dras-
tically lowered water level, not only of :
the lake but of the river at its source and
as it flows into the Owen Falls Dam and
power-generating station a few miles fur- :
ther up river. :

Yesterday after lunch at the parish, i
Brother John and myself drove back to i
Kampala. We stopped at the Shrine of
the Uganda Martyrs in nearby :
Namugonga, a strange edifice marking a !
strange "king" whose erratic behavior i
and violent actions took the lives of a :
large number of his Christian pages back !
in the mid-1800s. These young men have i
symbolized the "real" kingdom longed :
for by believers down through the years, |
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iand are honored today throughout
{ Uganda and the world. The shrine is a
i pilgrimage site and hosts revival meet-
! ings and retreats as well. Like the more
i sedate martyrs shrine in Mityana which I
i saw a few weeks ago, people come to
i pray and hope and the church recognizes
i and encourages their devotion and faith-
i fulness.

i At McCauley House in Kampala last
i night we witnessed again that this house
i is truly the crossroads of Holy Cross in
! East Africa, as five residents (James
i Burasa, superior; Alan Harrod, house
i director; Fulgens Katende, Family
i Ministries; George Muganyizi, develop-
¢ ment director; and Leonard Olobo, stew-
i ard), and seven guests gathered for din-
iner. I wore my new Ugandan shirt,
i made-to-order by Brother Alan Harrod's
i favorite tailor Yves, a refugee from the
i Congo, who with his wife have taken in
i 10 Rwandese orphan children. He works
i hard and quickly and does beautiful
i work. I hope he didn't have to use up all
¢ his supply of fabric on me!

i We've had rain almost everyday since the
¢ District chapter ended on January 3. But
i everyone keeps saying "the rainy season
i has not yet begun"! But the rain is real-
¢ ly needed and they hope it continues, at
i least until the rainy season is supposed to
i begin!

i Looking at the overall picture here in
i East Africa, I see lots of challenges ahead
¢ for Holy Cross. The needs of the people
i are certainly great, but so are the neces-
i sary resources for the community of Holy
i Cross to be able to continue to serve
i them. Andre House is way too small; all
i of the schools need hostels, kitchens,
¢ more classrooms, and housing for head-
i masters (government requirement) and
i teachers. Church buildings are now pret-
! ty much complete and adequate. Basic
i Christian communities are forming and
i people are providing moral and material
i support to one another. But locally gen-
i erated income is almost nil.

i T guess this has long been the situation in
i poor countries where missionaries have
i gone to teach and to heal, following
i Jesus' example. But eventually the peo-
i ple themselves have to assume the
i responsibilities of maintaining the infra-
i structure of church and school and hospi-
i tal and supporting the clergy, religious,
iand lay workers who serve them.
i Progress is certainly evident, but in an

unbalanced world economy with terribly
inequitable distribution of resources,
progress seems to go backwards!
Benefactors from abroad are still vital,
and a good number of students, faculty
and friends from the USA who have vis-
ited our institutions here continue to help.
Governments cannot and will not do it!
And what IS given in government-to-
government aid and support for research
and development, seldom reaches the
vast majority of the people. It has been a
long wait and will be even longer.
Meanwhile, we can only bring hope and
moral and spiritual support, sharing what
others have given us to share.

Today I am resting for the 12-hour bus
journey tomorrow back to Nairobi and
then six-hours on Saturday to Arusha,
Tanzania and finally several hours by
jeep to visit our newest parish in Kitete.
Perhaps I will be able to send one last
report before leaving Nairobi for the
USA on the 31st. Pray for us!

Blessings!
January 30, 2006
Closing thoughts from East Africa!

Since the last report I have traveled to the
furthest reaches of Holy Cross in East
Africa and as I jot down these final
thoughts, I am about to bid farewell to a
most welcoming and dynamic communi-
ty. These last days I have been staying
with our men in formation, a group of 14
seminarians and brothers studying theol-
ogy in Nairobi. Their spirit and commit-
ment is most admirable; they are mostly
in their late 20s and come from many dif-
ferent tribes and cultures in Uganda,
Kenya, and Tanzania. Under the direc-
tion of Brother Cleo and Fr. Willy Lukati,
they are the future of our life and ministry
in this part of Africa and bring many gifts
to the worldwide family of Holy Cross.

I bade farewell to Fr. Leonard Olobo on
the morning of January 20, boarding the
Akamba Royal coach leaving Kampala
Uganda for Nairobi Kenya at 7 a.m. The
ticket price of about $20 included a bottle
of water and a box-breakfast of two
pieces of dry French toast and a vegetable
samosa. The journey of 400 miles took
nearly 12 hours, over very bumpy roads
and taking in many different panoramas
of countryside. Buses, trucks and over-
full (long-load) lorries roared past, and
mini-bus "matatus" stopped anywhere

along the road in the midst of traffic to
take on or discharge paying customers.

Endless marketplaces were strewn along :
village byways, pieces of canvas and i
cloth
spread out on the dust, showing off wares !
of every sort: sidebags and rucksacks,
combs, watches, plastic plates, used :
clothes and shoes, sunglasses, reading !
glasses, stationery, envelopes -- you i
name it! A notch above these ground- :
based shops are little wooden platforms :
(dukas) slightly elevated from the rocky i
ground, displaying vegetables, fruits, :
pots and pans and a higher-quality of :
everyday wares. A few of the larger i
towns were holding their weekly mar- :
kets, and the speed bumps slowed us i
down enough to catch a glimpse of the i
many people bringing their goods for :
exchange or sale. We rode past endless !
barber shops and beauty salons (quite
remarkable for this people of mostly :
shaved heads!), "gen. (for general) i
stores," hotels and restaurants and "take- }
aways," schools and soccer fields, mobile :
call stations and immense billboards :
advertising products most people could i
never afford. Everywhere young shep- i
herds looked after their wandering cows |
and goats, bicycles and bodabodas car- :
ried impossible loads on back, often com- :
plete box-dukas, as owners searched for :
new spots to set up shop. :

We reached Busia, the familiar border :
town, at 10:30 and I was able to use my
single-entry Kenyan visa a second time :
with some raised eyebrows, but no real
problem. Vendors approached from all :
directions, offering a better exchange rate :
on Kenyan shillings, wanting dollars i
(new ones only of course), and trying to :
sell all manner of handicrafts, packaged :
treats, bottled water, and recycled jewel-
ry. It was convenient having no shillings :
of any country in my pocket! H

"What is your country? USA. What :
state? Illinois. OH! Barak Obama! Yes, :
he is our senator!" On more than one |
occasion his name came up and the :
Kenyan pride beamed. We went through
Kisumu on the banks of Lake Victoria, i
Kericho in the midst of tea plantations, :
and Nakura on the edge of the Great Rift :
Valley. 1 felt almost at home, seeing |
these familiar sights once again, and :
negotiating the bone-jarring rocks and :
bumps in the same old road. As the i
Friday night traffic in Nairobi built up, :
we found our way to the main station, i
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i and after retrieving my bags from the
! roof of Akamba Royal, I found Brothers
i Francis and Mugo welcoming me with
i open arms and a nearby automobile for
i the ride to McCauley House in
i Southlands, overlooking the Kibera slum.
i Mugo managed the nighttime traffic
i skillfully and we reached the house of
i formation in time for dinner with the
i community. Now I knew them all and
i felt right at home. But the night was
i short; I had to repack for the next day's
i early morning departure for Tanzania.

i On Saturday morning (January 21) Mugo
i and I boarded a 25-seat "coaster" for
i Arusha, several hundred kilometers south
¢ in Tanzania. First, of course, we had to
i "kick start your day with Nescafe" as the
i signs say. Coffee is always instant here
i as in most of the world I have traveled,
i and one hopes to find hot enough water to
i dissolve it. African brands are more pop-
i ular, cheaper, and tastier I think. Our
i tickets cost about $10. Getting out of
i Nairobi is a challenge. This city of at
i least six million has grown and sprawled
i in every direction, and we had to pass
i through the endless factories and new
i growth beyond the airport and south of
i the center of town. Nairobi continues to
i draw thousands each month to seek their
¢ fortune and a "better" way of life, but the
i mystique breaks down quickly.

: Soon we entered a desert. The Maasai
i people wander this seeming wasteland,
i prodding their cattle and goats, herders
! by trade and tradition. They are the
i largest tribe in Africa, spanning much of
i Kenya and Tanzania as well as Sudan and
i Ethiopia to the north. Their bright col-
i ored robes and tall physique, with staffs
i and spears, cast noticeable shadows
¢ across the horizon. Their pictures dot the
i tourist landscape and brochures as well.
i In curio shops and petrol stations, as at
! border crossings, those who have appar-
i ently given up shepherding for more
i lucrative tasks, sell their carvings, handi-
i crafts, and ornaments with the skill of
i seasoned hawkers, smiling, cajoling,
i insisting, and ever-hoping. They frown
¢ only as the bus pulls away and they are
i left without customers.

¢ A much-needed rain began as we disem-
i barked on the Tanzania border. 1 was
i able to use an "old" $50 bill to buy my
i visa, and by the time we departed the cus-
i toms post for Arusha, the rain had ceased.
i Dark clouds hovered over the hills, but
i did nothing to satisfy the thirst of earth or

people. My nose started running about
this time and sneezes plagued me for the
next several days. I seldom get sick in
my travels, but this "allergy" to some new
dust or plant had me a bit worried, as well
as uncomfortable and noisy!

As we headed south, the landscape
became much more interesting, twists
and turns, with endless acacia trees scat-
tered across the hill country, and every-
where giant anthills - much as I had seen
in western Uganda. These huge protru-
sions of red-orange mud loom upward
like balled fists, occasionally poking a
finger or two up toward the sky. Legends
and tales abound, especially about the
immense "queen" that inhabits each hill
deep inside, keeping watch over her mil-
lions of ants, actually termites. No wood
in the area is safe - which is probably
why the acacia trees look so forlorn! But
the termites must travel far and wide, for
there are few houses nearby, only the
round grass huts of the nomadic Maasai.
Our men in Uganda tell stories of devas-
tation of doors and window frames, how-
ever. It must take a lot of sawdust to keep
the queen in the style to which she has
become accustomed!

Our shuttle bus arrived on time (1 pm) at
the Impala Hotel and we waited for the
next leg of our journey. Arusha is a
bustling city, one of the largest in
Tanzania, home of the UN Tribunal on
Rwanda and other international offices.
It is easy to see why Arusha has also
become a tourist haven. Mt. Meru forms
an impressive backdrop for the city, the
climate and green hills are more inviting
than Nairobi's urban sprawl, and not far
away to the east Mt. Kilimanjaro looms,
African's tallest mountain. Several hours
to the west just beyond where we were
headed are the game parks and nature
preserves, which bring tourists to East
Africa. Fr. Aristides Massawe, a native
of Tanzania, met us in the parish land
cruiser and we headed off to Kitete - the
end of the world of Holy Cross in East
Africa.

Our vehicle competed well with the many
cruisers and rovers filled with gawking
tourists, though we didn't have the
extended roof that stretches above,
enabling the photographers and animal
lovers to stand to get better views of their
prey while taking in the breezes shaded
from the sun. The road heading west was
quite good, the best so far, even marked
with a center yellow line, obviously pro-

viding a smoother ride to the paying cus- :
tomers.  Petrol here is also about i
$5.00/gallon, but whatever income may
have come from tax, did not pay for any i
good road beyond our turnoff near i
Karatu! The parish is about 20 kilome- :
ters inland from the main road - dirt and :
rock, hills and ruts - which Aristides§
negotiated masterfully. But it is clear :
why strong heavy vehicles are needed :
here, and in so many locations where |
Holy Cross serves. H

St. Brendan's parish compound in the vil-
lage of Kitete is indeed the end of the :
line, though roads to the 12 outstations !
crisscross the area. I was forever disori- }
ented, wondering how they manage to :
find the way! Over the next several days
I managed to see most of the stations,
including the simple churches, some con- :
crete and quite nice, others mud - and !
cow dung surely -- slapped on sticks and i
covered with tin. Some of the sub-:
parishes and outstations have primary i
schools, technical schools, and a shop or i
two; others are poised naked on wind- :
swept hills overlooking gorgeous valleys
of fertile (but quite dry) fields, being i
readied for planting. H

Water is a major problem throughout the
area, with people walking miles to fetch a :
few gallons of the precious commodity in |
jerry cans carried on their backs or i
draped over their donkeys. A few "taps" :
in the forests - springs that one-by-one :
are drying up - quench their basic thirsts,
but do nothing to water the crops they
hope to plant soon, or satisfy their
scrawny animals. The parish hauls water :
from the same distant taps, in larger con- !
tainers on the back of a pick-up truck, to :
fill the tanks at church, rectory, and
school. It is a stop-gap solution - after :
several years of inadequate rains -- and i
surveys must be done to drill wells some- :
where, for parish and people throughout :
the area. It is hard to imagine the suffer-
ing of people who cannot get enough :
water! But it became evident very i
quickly in Kitete! And stories of water i
shortages throughout the world have now :
become much more real to me. :

Kitete has no electricity, but solar power
is commonly used. The roof panels on :
the rectory and church and school pro-
vide for basic energy needs, but there is :
also hope for power to reach there even- |
tually. The relatively high elevation i
makes for some strong howling winds, as i
well as beautiful vistas, overlooking i
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i freshly plowed fields awaiting the plant-
i ing of corn, millet, and wheat. Forests
i ring the farms, and baked-mud homes
i show off colorful roofs and doors.

i Sunday Mass brought crowds from afar
i to the main church. I marveled at how
i quickly they gathered, walking long dis-
i tances from hidden houses all over the
i distant hills. A choir assembled early, led
{ by a man playing a keyboard carried by
i two others, followed by drums and sway-
i ing, singing youth - the Holy Childhood
i group. They led Fr. Comfort Agele and
i myself into the church, and people fol-
i lowed, filling the coarse moveable pews
i with devotion and enthusiasm. Two
¢ hours later, we ended with an impromptu
i concert outside the church, hardly
i exhausting the choir's repertoire, I'm
i sure!

i After a quick piece of bread and some
i coffee, Aristides, Mugo and I made a
i short stop at St. Joseph's chapel in
i Tsaama (not their turn for Mass today)
¢ and headed on to the outstation at Naray
i -- one of those primitive mud-on-a-stick
i structures! - for another long Mass with
i an even more enthusiastic choir of young
i people, who sang and swayed and after
i Mass (and a simple chicken and rice
¢ lunch) continued to welcome and enter-
i tain us up on their holy windswept moun-
i tain.

i Holy Cross came to this region just over
i five years ago, realizing that they were
! attracting vocations from Tanzania and it
i would be good to have some ministry
i here as well. The bishop of Mbulu dio-
i cese offered this parish and it has been a
i challenge to us ever since. Our men sta-
i tioned there have served the outstations,
¢ built a vocational/technical school at the
i main parish, and tried to keep alive a dis-
i tant and much-needed dispensary. The
! three serving here now (Aristides from
Tanzania, Comfort from Uganda, and
i Mugo from Kenya) struggle and work
¢ hard, but their commitment and hopes are
i most impressive. A parish back in
i Connecticut and a generous family foun-
i dation in South Bend have helped
i immensely at this first Holy Cross ven-
i ture in Tanzania.

i The main language here, as in Kenya, is
i Swahili, which has to be learned by the
i Ugandans (who come from several dif-
i ferent language backgrounds). So the
i location of the major seminary in Nairobi
i has proved to be quite important. In turn,

the Kenyans and Tanzanians must learn
Rutoro, Luganda, and Lusoga to minister
in Uganda, so their college and novitiate
years in Uganda are also necessary. And
overall, for non-native speakers their
English facility rivals that of our fluent
Indian priests! Certainly humbling, for
us Americans! And an important lesson
for a truly international community in the
church.

But I digress. The people in this area of
northwestern Tanzania are simple farm-
ers, taller, lighter-skinned, and more shy
than Ugandans. They live in very basic
conditions, by and large get little educa-
tion beyond primary school, and demon-
strate  tremendous  patience and
endurance. But they seem most anxious
to welcome visitors, and to participate in
Holy Cross ministry in Kitete. Protestant
and Pentecostal churches are also scat-
tered through the area, and some rudi-
mentary ecumenical efforts are under-
way.

Monday morning Aristides decided to
take me on a safari. I had said I was more
interested in people than animals, but as
the day went on, I was glad I agreed to
the journey. After stopping at a small
drug shop in Karatu, we entered the
famous Serengeti National Park and
began our descent into the amazing
Ngorongoro crater. The vista from above
is something to behold - a massive plain
far below, a body of water and miniature
roads, all surrounded by a high cliff cir-
cling for miles.

Getting down into the "crater" is a major
experience in itself! A young Maasai boy
named Moses chatted with me in quite
good English as Aristides made the
arrangements at the entrance to the crater.
Moses wanted me to take his picture, buy
some of his jewelry, and share some of
my wealth. I pleaded poverty, but did
enjoy talking with him. For 15 he was
quite tall, even stately, draped in a bright
red robe and carrying a staff and a large
machete-like knife "for cutting the acacia
trees." He said that at 16 he would be
expected to marry and continue the line
of Maasai herders who occupy the
Ngorongoro region, on the rim of the
crater and down inside. We parted with a
handshake and exchange of smiles, if not
of shillings. I am sure his picture is taken
many times a day, as an endless proces-
sion of cruisers and Land Rovers begins
the descent into Ngorongoro at his gate.
Luckily the massive floor of the crater is

ample enough to avoid traffic jams,
except at a few locations of special ani- ;
mal "sightings." H

Once we reached bottom, we began i
roaming the many dirt roads and paths, :
circling for hours, observing every imag-
inable animal (except the elusive handful i
of rhinos who supposedly dwell on the :
floor of Ngorongoro). Baboons wel- !
comed us at the forest fringes, and as we i
entered the more barren central plains, :
we saw immense herds of zebras, black i
and white stripes (adults) and brown and i
white (younger ones), grazing and
cavorting in the warm sun. Huge num- !
bers of ugly wildebeests wandered aim-
lessly in these empty surroundings, :
munching on grass and searching for :
water. Early we observed a pair of chee-
tahs basking in the sun who decided to go :
on the chase, scattering the zebras and :
wildebeests, antelopes, warthogs, and
prairie dogs far and wide. They seemed
to enjoy the chaos they caused, and cer- ;
tainly maintained their reputation for
speed! I could not see if they caught :
their lunch.

Aristides and I stopped for our lunch at a :
"picnic" ground on a small little lake. :
Many other vehicles also found their way
to that spot and we watched a trio of hip- :
popotamuses bathing and playing in the :
pond. Everywhere we saw an amazing |
variety of birds. Here at the pond small :
eagles circled and dove - one of them i
snatching Aristides' peanut butter and i
jelly sandwich right out of his hand and
mouth!  Proud ostriches wandered in |
their palatial surroundings, heads sway- :
ing in the breezes. Herons, cranes, ducks, :
and tiny yellow warblers, a menagerie of
feathered creatures, all enjoying their
crater home. H

In the heat of the afternoon we continued
to drive in what seemed to be aimless cir- :
cles, occasionally seeing several vehicles i
locked in attention at some special sight. i
Thousands of massive horned buffalos, :
wandered and grazed, very different from |
those on the Great Plains of the old:
American West. And a pair of lions, male !
and female, resting in the sun, oblivious
to the growing "herd" of cruisers filming :
their antics and lovemaking. Who is i
actually watching who down here in i
Ngorongoro!? Obviously the king (and
queen) of the jungle did not care! As we !
drove into more shady forest areas, the i
practiced eye of Aristides caught sight of :
elephants moving slowly and almost i
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i silently in the trees and brush. The
! African elephant is darker in color and
i has much larger ears and tusks than the
i Indian ones. And I suspect they are more
i wild and free-ranging.

i We decided to "beat" the rush out of the
i crater; I am sure the hundred of tourists
¢ filming this "eighth wonder of the world"
i and of God's creation, eventually all fol-
i lowed us back up the only exit road to the
itop. But we didn't wait to see!
i Somehow we made it up the twisting
i rocky path and left the park. I am sure
i many of the safaris spent the night at var-
i ious lodges and parks around the rim and
i continued on their journey through the
¢ massive Serengeti National Park the next
i day. I had seen enough animals for a
i good while! But it was truly a magnifi-
i cent sight to behold.

i The next day (January 24) I continued to
i tour the parish outstations of Wheat
i Scheme, Kambiya Simba, Ayongenda,
i and Twolodo Dirang with Fr. Comfort.
¢ Lots of song and dance, Coca Cola and
i cookies, chicken and rice, and smiling
i children. The people are proud of their
i parish and all are hoping someday to
i build small permanent churches at these
i outstations.

i Mugo showed me all the facilities of the
i Audrey Veldman Vocational-Technical
i School at the parish, offering training in
i computers, sewing, weaving, carpentry,
i and mechanics. These students too wel-
i comed me with song and dance. I urged
i them to learn all they could and go out to
i the area to bring in more students to share
i in the experience. The isolation, distance
i (though there is a girls' hostel), and
i expense are a considerable hindrance to
i greater numbers of students, as seems to
i be the case in most of our educational
i institutions in East Africa.

i On Wednesday Comfort took me to the
i furthest reaches of the parish - the dispen-
i sary at Lositete and the outstation at
i Magena.  Gracie, a Maasai women
i trained as a laboratory technician showed
i off the simple but adequate facilities of
i the dispensary. Water problems, attract-
i ing a competent and stable staff, and iso-
! lation are problems, but the Maasai peo-
i ple in the area are happy to have Lositete
i and what it provides. I signed the usual
i guest book and was amazed to see that
! many familiar visitors had made this
i lengthy journey before me! Finally
i Comfort and I were entertained, fed and

watered at Magena (down that hill and
back up another), a most enjoyable last
stop on my visit to Kitete. Children sang
and the elders of the simple church
offered their welcome speeches. The vis-
tas over fertile fields and Kitete valleys
were gorgeous to behold in the afternoon
sun.

The next day Aristides drove Mugo and
me back to Arusha to catch the Impala
shuttle for Nairobi. He had to do some
shopping, get some new shock absorbers
for one of the vehicles (no wonder!) and
anew set of batteries for the solar system.
Mugo had to have some more dental
work done in Nairobi, so it was good to
have his companionship on the journey.
David Eliaona one of the seminarians
soon to be ordained deacon picked us up
at the Silver Spring Hotel (closer to
McCauley House) and we rested after
another long days journey.

On Friday I celebrated Mass for the
house and then went with Brother
Cleophas to visit Tangaza College where
everyone studies. It is a consortium of
many religious communities for theolog-
ical studies, affiliated with the Catholic
University of Eastern Africa. Holy Cross
was one of the founding communities and
has over the years provided some faculty
and staff. A number of research and spe-
cial institutes in African studies are also
part of the complex of attractive build-
ings. Many hundreds of students, includ-
ing women religious and a growing num-
ber of lay students are in attendance. Our
Holy Cross men seem pleased and proud
to be part of this thriving institution.
Like our seminarians back home, they are
being challenged in good ways, to accept
the increasing role of women in the
church and the true gospel demands of
priesthood.

With Cleo I made some purchases at the
Catholic Bookshop by the cathedral in
downtown Nairobi, visited a rather elab-
orate shopping center, and stopped at the
quiet and well-maintained cemetery of
St. Austin's church where three of our
Holy Cross men rest in peace: George
Maclnnes, Cesto Mushi, and James
Karaffa.

Saturday [ rested and began shifting
things around in my bags for the return
journey. Though I tried not to accumu-
late much, it always happens when you
are traveling. People want to send
things! And I am a grateful traveler so I

always oblige!  Later that day I met !
again with the Catholic Women Fighting i
AIDS in Kenya (CAWOFAK), who had :
just finished a day of therapy and recol- :
lection. We shared cookies and cokes i
and I gave them another pep talk. Their :
enthusiasm is contagious and at
Margaret's behest my bag is filled with
their small business products, sandals and :
jewelry to assist them! That evening I :
spent a few hours sharing my impressions i
and hopes with the McCauley House :
community. They are a delightful group
and bring great energy and hope to Holy i
Cross. H

Sunday I returned to Holy Cross parish at :
Dandora where 1 had spent Christmas :
week. Three Masses at the main church i
and three more at the sub-parish were all }
full, far surpassing the Christmas crowds. :
So many had gone to their villages for the !
holidays, and now all are back and in full
voice and spirit! I thanked them for their :
welcome and told them T would carry :
many happy memories back home with
me. :

I'll have to admit I'm tired and ready to go i
home. I've been writing this on Monday '
and hope to send it out before departing !
Tuesday evening. Computers here are :
SLOW and I may not succeed, but if not,
I'll do it from South Bend soon. Tonight
[ am taking the whole house to '
"Carnivore" a rather trendy, even touristy, :
restaurant nearby, fancy enough to use :
my credit card! And the men have been |
talking about it for weeks, since I prom- i
ised them back in Kampala. East
Africans are clearly carnivores! They :
love meat of every sort: always well- :
done, barbecued or roasted, and sur-
rounded by "chips" (French fries) and a :
lot of carbs! And the local beers go very :
well with it. So much for my diet (and |
budget) tonight! But it will be a fitting :
end to my journey to our District of East :
Africa and an enjoyable last supper
before the long flight(s) home. i

Sorry I've rambled on so long, but thanks
for reading this far! Many blessings!
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Siddart D' Costa
2006, Adelphi, MD
Parents: Shankar & Trishna D’ Costa

Trishna Angela Anna Gomes
April, 2006, Iselin, NJ
Parents: Gerald & Janet Gomes

Rizpah Mozumdar
June, 2006, Jersey City, NJ
Parents: Uttam & Papri Mozumdar

Reya Rozario
2006, E. Elmhurst, NY
Parents: Gilbert & Roslyn Rozario

Richard Romeo Mendez
October, 2006, Jersey City, NJ
Parents: Robin & Renu Mendez

Rosemerry Helen Desa
May, 2006, Releigh, NC
Parents: Badal & Anjali Desa

{ www.pbcausa.org Page 127




ProOBASHI BENGALI CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION TEPANTORI - 19th Issue

FIRST COMMUNION - 2006

CoCCCoLT
; —— Name: Urmila P. Gomes

Parents: Theotonius & Shelly Gomes

' ; Carmel, New York

WEDDING

Danny and Mousumi

' September 2, 2006

New Jersey
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Joseph & Meriline
2006
Connecticut

Jacob & Kiran Gomes
2006
Jersey City, New Jersey
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